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Become a Co-op Voter
When was the last time you voted?
As member-owned elec-

tric cooperatives, voting 
is already in our DNA.  

It’s how we maintain an electric 
utility which is responsive to 
the consumers it serves.  But 
voting also plays a crucial part 
in our representative democracy.  
Federal, state and local elections 
offer an opportunity to exercise 
a civic responsibility -- to select 
the best leaders for our com-
munities.

Yet in places all over 
America, even those served 
by electric cooperatives, citizens 
aren’t exercising that right.  In 
the 2012 national elections, voter 
turnout dropped overall, but the 
decline in rural counties was 18 
percent—twice that of the nation 
as a whole. 

And when voters miss the 
chance to vote, they also lose the 
opportunity to communicate their 
concern to our leaders about the 
issues that matter to us, where we 
work, live, and raise families.

Reliable electricity, access to 
rural broadband and the quality 
of our healthcare system are just 
a few issues we all care about.  
Still, they only become priorities if 
enough people show elected offi-
cials that they are paying attention.  
Registering to vote and voting are 
the most effective ways to send this 
message. 

When we go to the polls with 

the cooperative principle of “Con-
cern for Community” in mind, 
we instantly improve our political 
system.  It’s a system designed 
to produce a government “of the 
people, by the people and for the 
people.”  People like you and me.

I’d like you to join me in a new 
initiative to get every eligible per-
son registered to vote—you, me, 
our family and friends—and take 
the pledge to BECOME A CO-OP 
VOTER.

Altamaha EMC has joined 
America’s electric cooperatives 
in launching a campaign to help 
get out the vote and insert issues 
important to co-ops into the public 
discussion. Called “Co-ops Vote,” 
this effort will help boost voter 
turnout in areas served by coopera-
tives across the country to ensure 
that our voices are heard loud and 
clear every day, and especially on 
Election Day.

Here’s what you can do to 
help. Visit the Co-ops Vote web 
site, WWW.VOTE.COOP, and 
take the pledge to BECOME 
A CO-OP VOTER to support 
your community and electric 
cooperative when casting your 
vote in 2016. The web site will 
give you information on your 
elected officials and candidates, 
the voter registration process, 
election dates and locations, and 
background about eight key co-
op issues we want our elected 
leaders to understand: rural 

broadband access, hiring and hon-
oring veterans, low-income energy 
assistance, cybersecurity, water 
regulation, rural health care access, 
affordable and reliable energy, and 
renewable energy.

Co-ops Vote is a non-partisan 
program developed by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation (NRECA), the national 
service organization that represents 
the nation’s more than 900 private, 
not-for-profit, consumer-owned 
electric cooperatives. With 42 mil-
lion members across the nation, 
electric co-ops are a powerful voice 
on national issues that have a local 
impact.

If you have any questions, please 
visit WWW.VOTE.COOP or contact 
us directly at 912-526-8181. I hope 
to see you at the polls!

-Romanous Dotson, 
 CEO/General Manager

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Earth Day is April 22. Give 
back to the environment by 
planting a deciduous tree 
near your home. Deciduous 
trees lose their leaves during 
the fall, allowing sunlight 
to warm your home. The 
extra shade during summer 
months will keep your home 
cooler and give your AC a 
much needed break. 
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25th Annual Southeast Georgia Soap Box Derby
Partin Park in Lyons
Saturday, April 30th

For more information, contact 
Michael Williamson at 912-245-5685 
or visit their website at 
http://www.soapboxderby.org/southeast-georgia



Buttermilk Ranch 
Cheeseball

Ingredients
1 tablespoon sour cream
1 (one ounce) package ranch dressing mix
1 (8 oz) package cream cheese
½ pound cheddar cheese, shredded
¼ cup finely chopped pecans

Directions
In a bowl, mix the sour cream with ranch 
dressing mix until smoothly combined.  Add 
the cream cheese and cheddar cheese to the 
bowl and mix together with your hands until 
thoroughly blended.  Chill the mixture for 
5 minutes, then shape into a ball.  Place the 
pecans in a shallow bowl and roll all sides of 
the cheese ball in the pecans to coat.  Serve 
immediately. 

-From the kitchen of 
Hannah Rountree

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted by our 
members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would  like to share 
it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC service area, send a 
copy, complete with name, address and daytime phone number 
to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 
30436. Each month, a recipe will be selected for publication.  
The member who submitted the featured recipe will be given 
a $10 credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to limited 
space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes printed 
in Plugged In are not independently tested; therefore, we must 
depend on the accuracy of those members who send recipes 
to us.

By Romanous Dotson
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Exhaust fans: More necessary than you know

March 2011

Spring is a good time for a house safety check
Fundamentals

Inventory the inside

Sprinkler systems can save lives
ost fire departments urge homeowners to install
sprinkler systems in new homes, or when they

remodel their existing homes. Fire spreads so quickly
that you could have as little as two minutes to escape
before it’s too late. A fire sprinkler system can buy you
a few more minutes.

When it senses a fire, the sprinkler system auto-
matically sprays water on the flames. Only the sprin-
kler closest to the fire will spray.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates
that 90 percent of deaths in residential fires can be pre-
vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,

choose one that has a sprinkler system. 
If you’re remodeling your home,
add a system. 

The sprinkler system
is installed behind your
walls, similar to
plumbing, and is
connected to your
home’s water sup-
ply. A plumber
should do the
installation.

hen the last traces of winter
fade away, many homeowners

can’t wait to begin tinkering around
the house. Georgia’s electric cooper-
atives urge all ambitious home
improvers to heed these guidelines:

• One of the first places to look for trouble is the roof. Watch for loose or
missing shingles and leaks around flashings. Don’t begin repair work
unless you’re confident of your do-it-yourself abilities. Think about call-
ing a professional.

• Be sure to inspect your gutters before April showers begin. If they are
clogged, rainwater will overflow onto the siding of your house and
could cause moisture problems. Downspouts should carry rainwater
safely away from the foundation of the house. If they pour water out
on the ground, it could seep into the basement.

• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.

Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ome older homes don’t have exhaust fans in the bath-
room or kitchen. Others have old fans that are so noisy 
nobody ever turns them on.
Adding or upgrading exhaust fans can make a home 

safer and more comfortable.
An exhaust fan’s primary purpose is to remove mois-

ture from the room. But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes from cleaning 
chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Excessive moisture on 
bathroom walls can cause paint to bubble, peel and chip. 
The excess humidity created by every shower can cause 
mold to accumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those problems. Invest in 
good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them 
properly. Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you 
when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As 
helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck the heated or 
air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after 
it has removed odors and humidity from your kitchen or 
bathroom.

early seven children a day are shocked or burned 
when they slide keys, pins, paper clips and other 
small objects into electrical outlets in their homes, ac-

cording to the Electrical Safety Foundation International. 
Some of those injuries are fatal.

That means every room in your house that has an 
electrical outlet—and that’s probably every single room—
presents a danger to your children.

It costs about $2 per outlet to replace your old ones 
with updated, tamper-resistant versions designed with  
a built-in shutter system that prevents objects from enter-
ing the slots. Plugs can still fit into the slots, however, 

when equal pressure is applied 
to both sides.

Tamper-resistant receptacles 
are safer than removable outlet 
caps because children are unable 
to detach them.

The National Electrical Code 
requires new homes to have tam-
per-resistant receptacles, but it’s 
up to the owners of older homes 
to upgrade their outlets.
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Tamper-resistant receptacles 

are safer than removable 

outlet caps because children 

are unable to detach them.

Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution
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Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution

Some older homes don’t have 
exhaust fans in the bathroom or 
kitchen. Others have old fans 

that are so noisy nobody ever turns 
them on.

Adding or upgrading exhaust fans 
can make a home safer and more 
comfortable.

An exhaust fan’s primary purpose 
is to remove moisture from the room. 
But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes 
from cleaning chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Ex-
cessive moisture on bathroom walls 
can cause paint to bubble, peel and 
chip. The excess humidity created by 
every shower can cause mold to ac-
cumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those 
problems. Invest in good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them properly. 
Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck 
the heated or air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after it has removed odors 
and humidity from your kitchen or bathroom.
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Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution

Kiosks Available 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

Altamaha EMC offers payment kiosks at all three of our 
office locations (Lyons, Soperton and Swainsboro).  

The kiosk accepts cash, debit/credit cards (Master-
card and Visa only) and checks.  There is no service fee.  All 
payments post to your account immediately.

You will need your account number when paying at the 
kiosk.  All monthly bills are now imprinted with a barcode at 
the bottom of the payment stub.  This barcode can be scanned 
to access your account, or you can simply key in your account 
number using the touch screen.  If you plan to use the kiosk to 
make payments on a regular basis, you can request a printed 
card from us that you scan to access your account each time you 
make a payment.

The kiosks accept payments for regular electric accounts and 
pre-pay accounts.

What to Do When a Member Passes Away

When the unfortunate passing of a member 
happens, family members have many 
issues to address.  One of the least of 

those often can be what to do with their loved one’s 
Altamaha EMC account.

Frequently, widowed spouses or their children 
leave the account in their deceased 
loved one’s name.  This is understand-
able, but it may overlook one of the 
unique benefits of being a member 
of Altamaha EMC.  The estate of the 
member may be entitled to the capital 
credits owed to the account.

Keep in mind that only the ac-
count holder can accrue capital credits.  
While listing a spouse on your account 
may allow them to access information 
for that account, it does not mean the 
capital credits are accruing in both 
names.

Capital credits are paid to the estate 
of a member upon the member’s death.  
Capital credits accrue only through the 
date of death of a member.

In order to receive payment, a 
representative of the estate must 
come to our office and provide a 
copy of the death certificate.  A 
check  for the accrued capital credits 
is issued within 4 – 6 weeks.  It is 
important to claim the capital credits 
once a member dies and change 
the name on the account to a living 
survivor so capital credits will begin 

accruing in the new person’s name.
We understand how trying dealing with the loss 

of a loved one can be.
Our staff will work with you to make the capital 

credit process as easy as possible. For additional 
information, please call our office at 912-526-8181.

2 At the end of each 
year, Altamaha 

completes the financial 
reports and determines 
whether there are excess 
revenues, called margins.

1 Altamaha EMC 
tracks how much 

electricity you buy and 
how much money you pay 
for it throughout the year.

3 Altamaha allocates 
the margins to 

members as capital credits
based upon their use of 
electricity during the year.

4 When a 
member passes 

away, a representative of 
the estate can apply for 
a refund of the capital
credits that have accrued.

How Capital Credits Work

Because electric co-ops 
operate at cost, any excess 
revenues, called margins, 
are returned to members 
in the form of capital 
credits.

Altamaha EMC has 
retired $6,714,444.05 
in capital credits to 
members since 1976.



Buttermilk Ranch 
Cheeseball

Ingredients
1 tablespoon sour cream
1 (one ounce) package ranch dressing mix
1 (8 oz) package cream cheese
½ pound cheddar cheese, shredded
¼ cup finely chopped pecans

Directions
In a bowl, mix the sour cream with ranch 
dressing mix until smoothly combined.  Add 
the cream cheese and cheddar cheese to the 
bowl and mix together with your hands until 
thoroughly blended.  Chill the mixture for 
5 minutes, then shape into a ball.  Place the 
pecans in a shallow bowl and roll all sides of 
the cheese ball in the pecans to coat.  Serve 
immediately. 

-From the kitchen of 
Hannah Rountree

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted by our 
members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would  like to share 
it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC service area, send a 
copy, complete with name, address and daytime phone number 
to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 
30436. Each month, a recipe will be selected for publication.  
The member who submitted the featured recipe will be given 
a $10 credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to limited 
space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes printed 
in Plugged In are not independently tested; therefore, we must 
depend on the accuracy of those members who send recipes 
to us.

By Romanous Dotson

April 2016

Exhaust fans: More necessary than you know

March 2011

Spring is a good time for a house safety check
Fundamentals

Inventory the inside

Sprinkler systems can save lives
ost fire departments urge homeowners to install
sprinkler systems in new homes, or when they

remodel their existing homes. Fire spreads so quickly
that you could have as little as two minutes to escape
before it’s too late. A fire sprinkler system can buy you
a few more minutes.

When it senses a fire, the sprinkler system auto-
matically sprays water on the flames. Only the sprin-
kler closest to the fire will spray.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates
that 90 percent of deaths in residential fires can be pre-
vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,

choose one that has a sprinkler system. 
If you’re remodeling your home,
add a system. 

The sprinkler system
is installed behind your
walls, similar to
plumbing, and is
connected to your
home’s water sup-
ply. A plumber
should do the
installation.

hen the last traces of winter
fade away, many homeowners

can’t wait to begin tinkering around
the house. Georgia’s electric cooper-
atives urge all ambitious home
improvers to heed these guidelines:

• One of the first places to look for trouble is the roof. Watch for loose or
missing shingles and leaks around flashings. Don’t begin repair work
unless you’re confident of your do-it-yourself abilities. Think about call-
ing a professional.

• Be sure to inspect your gutters before April showers begin. If they are
clogged, rainwater will overflow onto the siding of your house and
could cause moisture problems. Downspouts should carry rainwater
safely away from the foundation of the house. If they pour water out
on the ground, it could seep into the basement.

• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.

Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ome older homes don’t have exhaust fans in the bath-
room or kitchen. Others have old fans that are so noisy 
nobody ever turns them on.
Adding or upgrading exhaust fans can make a home 

safer and more comfortable.
An exhaust fan’s primary purpose is to remove mois-

ture from the room. But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes from cleaning 
chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Excessive moisture on 
bathroom walls can cause paint to bubble, peel and chip. 
The excess humidity created by every shower can cause 
mold to accumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those problems. Invest in 
good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them 
properly. Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you 
when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As 
helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck the heated or 
air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after 
it has removed odors and humidity from your kitchen or 
bathroom.

early seven children a day are shocked or burned 
when they slide keys, pins, paper clips and other 
small objects into electrical outlets in their homes, ac-

cording to the Electrical Safety Foundation International. 
Some of those injuries are fatal.

That means every room in your house that has an 
electrical outlet—and that’s probably every single room—
presents a danger to your children.

It costs about $2 per outlet to replace your old ones 
with updated, tamper-resistant versions designed with  
a built-in shutter system that prevents objects from enter-
ing the slots. Plugs can still fit into the slots, however, 

when equal pressure is applied 
to both sides.

Tamper-resistant receptacles 
are safer than removable outlet 
caps because children are unable 
to detach them.

The National Electrical Code 
requires new homes to have tam-
per-resistant receptacles, but it’s 
up to the owners of older homes 
to upgrade their outlets.
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Tamper-resistant receptacles 

are safer than removable 

outlet caps because children 

are unable to detach them.

Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution
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vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,
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• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.

Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ome older homes don’t have exhaust fans in the bath-
room or kitchen. Others have old fans that are so noisy 
nobody ever turns them on.
Adding or upgrading exhaust fans can make a home 

safer and more comfortable.
An exhaust fan’s primary purpose is to remove mois-

ture from the room. But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes from cleaning 
chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Excessive moisture on 
bathroom walls can cause paint to bubble, peel and chip. 
The excess humidity created by every shower can cause 
mold to accumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those problems. Invest in 
good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them 
properly. Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you 
when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As 
helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck the heated or 
air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after 
it has removed odors and humidity from your kitchen or 
bathroom.

early seven children a day are shocked or burned 
when they slide keys, pins, paper clips and other 
small objects into electrical outlets in their homes, ac-

cording to the Electrical Safety Foundation International. 
Some of those injuries are fatal.

That means every room in your house that has an 
electrical outlet—and that’s probably every single room—
presents a danger to your children.

It costs about $2 per outlet to replace your old ones 
with updated, tamper-resistant versions designed with  
a built-in shutter system that prevents objects from enter-
ing the slots. Plugs can still fit into the slots, however, 

when equal pressure is applied 
to both sides.

Tamper-resistant receptacles 
are safer than removable outlet 
caps because children are unable 
to detach them.

The National Electrical Code 
requires new homes to have tam-
per-resistant receptacles, but it’s 
up to the owners of older homes 
to upgrade their outlets.
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Tamper-resistant receptacles 

are safer than removable 

outlet caps because children 

are unable to detach them.

Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution

Some older homes don’t have 
exhaust fans in the bathroom or 
kitchen. Others have old fans 

that are so noisy nobody ever turns 
them on.

Adding or upgrading exhaust fans 
can make a home safer and more 
comfortable.

An exhaust fan’s primary purpose 
is to remove moisture from the room. 
But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes 
from cleaning chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Ex-
cessive moisture on bathroom walls 
can cause paint to bubble, peel and 
chip. The excess humidity created by 
every shower can cause mold to ac-
cumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those 
problems. Invest in good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them properly. 
Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck 
the heated or air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after it has removed odors 
and humidity from your kitchen or bathroom.
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Sprinkler systems can save lives
ost fire departments urge homeowners to install
sprinkler systems in new homes, or when they

remodel their existing homes. Fire spreads so quickly
that you could have as little as two minutes to escape
before it’s too late. A fire sprinkler system can buy you
a few more minutes.

When it senses a fire, the sprinkler system auto-
matically sprays water on the flames. Only the sprin-
kler closest to the fire will spray.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates
that 90 percent of deaths in residential fires can be pre-
vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,

choose one that has a sprinkler system. 
If you’re remodeling your home,
add a system. 

The sprinkler system
is installed behind your
walls, similar to
plumbing, and is
connected to your
home’s water sup-
ply. A plumber
should do the
installation.

hen the last traces of winter
fade away, many homeowners

can’t wait to begin tinkering around
the house. Georgia’s electric cooper-
atives urge all ambitious home
improvers to heed these guidelines:

• One of the first places to look for trouble is the roof. Watch for loose or
missing shingles and leaks around flashings. Don’t begin repair work
unless you’re confident of your do-it-yourself abilities. Think about call-
ing a professional.

• Be sure to inspect your gutters before April showers begin. If they are
clogged, rainwater will overflow onto the siding of your house and
could cause moisture problems. Downspouts should carry rainwater
safely away from the foundation of the house. If they pour water out
on the ground, it could seep into the basement.

• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.

Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ome older homes don’t have exhaust fans in the bath-
room or kitchen. Others have old fans that are so noisy 
nobody ever turns them on.
Adding or upgrading exhaust fans can make a home 

safer and more comfortable.
An exhaust fan’s primary purpose is to remove mois-

ture from the room. But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes from cleaning 
chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Excessive moisture on 
bathroom walls can cause paint to bubble, peel and chip. 
The excess humidity created by every shower can cause 
mold to accumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those problems. Invest in 
good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them 
properly. Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you 
when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As 
helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck the heated or 
air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after 
it has removed odors and humidity from your kitchen or 
bathroom.

early seven children a day are shocked or burned 
when they slide keys, pins, paper clips and other 
small objects into electrical outlets in their homes, ac-

cording to the Electrical Safety Foundation International. 
Some of those injuries are fatal.

That means every room in your house that has an 
electrical outlet—and that’s probably every single room—
presents a danger to your children.

It costs about $2 per outlet to replace your old ones 
with updated, tamper-resistant versions designed with  
a built-in shutter system that prevents objects from enter-
ing the slots. Plugs can still fit into the slots, however, 

when equal pressure is applied 
to both sides.

Tamper-resistant receptacles 
are safer than removable outlet 
caps because children are unable 
to detach them.

The National Electrical Code 
requires new homes to have tam-
per-resistant receptacles, but it’s 
up to the owners of older homes 
to upgrade their outlets.
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Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution

April 2016

Exhaust fans: More necessary than you know

March 2011

Spring is a good time for a house safety check
Fundamentals

Inventory the inside

Sprinkler systems can save lives
ost fire departments urge homeowners to install
sprinkler systems in new homes, or when they

remodel their existing homes. Fire spreads so quickly
that you could have as little as two minutes to escape
before it’s too late. A fire sprinkler system can buy you
a few more minutes.

When it senses a fire, the sprinkler system auto-
matically sprays water on the flames. Only the sprin-
kler closest to the fire will spray.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates
that 90 percent of deaths in residential fires can be pre-
vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,

choose one that has a sprinkler system. 
If you’re remodeling your home,
add a system. 

The sprinkler system
is installed behind your
walls, similar to
plumbing, and is
connected to your
home’s water sup-
ply. A plumber
should do the
installation.

hen the last traces of winter
fade away, many homeowners

can’t wait to begin tinkering around
the house. Georgia’s electric cooper-
atives urge all ambitious home
improvers to heed these guidelines:

• One of the first places to look for trouble is the roof. Watch for loose or
missing shingles and leaks around flashings. Don’t begin repair work
unless you’re confident of your do-it-yourself abilities. Think about call-
ing a professional.

• Be sure to inspect your gutters before April showers begin. If they are
clogged, rainwater will overflow onto the siding of your house and
could cause moisture problems. Downspouts should carry rainwater
safely away from the foundation of the house. If they pour water out
on the ground, it could seep into the basement.

• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.
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ome older homes don’t have exhaust fans in the bath-
room or kitchen. Others have old fans that are so noisy 
nobody ever turns them on.
Adding or upgrading exhaust fans can make a home 

safer and more comfortable.
An exhaust fan’s primary purpose is to remove mois-

ture from the room. But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes from cleaning 
chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Excessive moisture on 
bathroom walls can cause paint to bubble, peel and chip. 
The excess humidity created by every shower can cause 
mold to accumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those problems. Invest in 
good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them 
properly. Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you 
when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As 
helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck the heated or 
air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after 
it has removed odors and humidity from your kitchen or 
bathroom.

early seven children a day are shocked or burned 
when they slide keys, pins, paper clips and other 
small objects into electrical outlets in their homes, ac-

cording to the Electrical Safety Foundation International. 
Some of those injuries are fatal.

That means every room in your house that has an 
electrical outlet—and that’s probably every single room—
presents a danger to your children.

It costs about $2 per outlet to replace your old ones 
with updated, tamper-resistant versions designed with  
a built-in shutter system that prevents objects from enter-
ing the slots. Plugs can still fit into the slots, however, 

when equal pressure is applied 
to both sides.

Tamper-resistant receptacles 
are safer than removable outlet 
caps because children are unable 
to detach them.
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requires new homes to have tam-
per-resistant receptacles, but it’s 
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Tamper-resistant receptacles 

are safer than removable 

outlet caps because children 

are unable to detach them.

Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution

Kiosks Available 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

Altamaha EMC offers payment kiosks at all three of our 
office locations (Lyons, Soperton and Swainsboro).  

The kiosk accepts cash, debit/credit cards (Master-
card and Visa only) and checks.  There is no service fee.  All 
payments post to your account immediately.

You will need your account number when paying at the 
kiosk.  All monthly bills are now imprinted with a barcode at 
the bottom of the payment stub.  This barcode can be scanned 
to access your account, or you can simply key in your account 
number using the touch screen.  If you plan to use the kiosk to 
make payments on a regular basis, you can request a printed 
card from us that you scan to access your account each time you 
make a payment.

The kiosks accept payments for regular electric accounts and 
pre-pay accounts.

What to Do When a Member Passes Away

When the unfortunate passing of a member 
happens, family members have many 
issues to address.  One of the least of 

those often can be what to do with their loved one’s 
Altamaha EMC account.

Frequently, widowed spouses or their children 
leave the account in their deceased 
loved one’s name.  This is understand-
able, but it may overlook one of the 
unique benefits of being a member 
of Altamaha EMC.  The estate of the 
member may be entitled to the capital 
credits owed to the account.

Keep in mind that only the ac-
count holder can accrue capital credits.  
While listing a spouse on your account 
may allow them to access information 
for that account, it does not mean the 
capital credits are accruing in both 
names.

Capital credits are paid to the estate 
of a member upon the member’s death.  
Capital credits accrue only through the 
date of death of a member.

In order to receive payment, a 
representative of the estate must 
come to our office and provide a 
copy of the death certificate.  A 
check  for the accrued capital credits 
is issued within 4 – 6 weeks.  It is 
important to claim the capital credits 
once a member dies and change 
the name on the account to a living 
survivor so capital credits will begin 

accruing in the new person’s name.
We understand how trying dealing with the loss 

of a loved one can be.
Our staff will work with you to make the capital 

credit process as easy as possible. For additional 
information, please call our office at 912-526-8181.

2 At the end of each 
year, Altamaha 

completes the financial 
reports and determines 
whether there are excess 
revenues, called margins.

1 Altamaha EMC 
tracks how much 

electricity you buy and 
how much money you pay 
for it throughout the year.

3 Altamaha allocates 
the margins to 

members as capital credits
based upon their use of 
electricity during the year.

4 When a 
member passes 

away, a representative of 
the estate can apply for 
a refund of the capital
credits that have accrued.

How Capital Credits Work

Because electric co-ops 
operate at cost, any excess 
revenues, called margins, 
are returned to members 
in the form of capital 
credits.

Altamaha EMC has 
retired $6,714,444.05 
in capital credits to 
members since 1976.
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Become a Co-op Voter
When was the last time you voted?
As member-owned elec-

tric cooperatives, voting 
is already in our DNA.  

It’s how we maintain an electric 
utility which is responsive to 
the consumers it serves.  But 
voting also plays a crucial part 
in our representative democracy.  
Federal, state and local elections 
offer an opportunity to exercise 
a civic responsibility -- to select 
the best leaders for our com-
munities.

Yet in places all over 
America, even those served 
by electric cooperatives, citizens 
aren’t exercising that right.  In 
the 2012 national elections, voter 
turnout dropped overall, but the 
decline in rural counties was 18 
percent—twice that of the nation 
as a whole. 

And when voters miss the 
chance to vote, they also lose the 
opportunity to communicate their 
concern to our leaders about the 
issues that matter to us, where we 
work, live, and raise families.

Reliable electricity, access to 
rural broadband and the quality 
of our healthcare system are just 
a few issues we all care about.  
Still, they only become priorities if 
enough people show elected offi-
cials that they are paying attention.  
Registering to vote and voting are 
the most effective ways to send this 
message. 

When we go to the polls with 

the cooperative principle of “Con-
cern for Community” in mind, 
we instantly improve our political 
system.  It’s a system designed 
to produce a government “of the 
people, by the people and for the 
people.”  People like you and me.

I’d like you to join me in a new 
initiative to get every eligible per-
son registered to vote—you, me, 
our family and friends—and take 
the pledge to BECOME A CO-OP 
VOTER.

Altamaha EMC has joined 
America’s electric cooperatives 
in launching a campaign to help 
get out the vote and insert issues 
important to co-ops into the public 
discussion. Called “Co-ops Vote,” 
this effort will help boost voter 
turnout in areas served by coopera-
tives across the country to ensure 
that our voices are heard loud and 
clear every day, and especially on 
Election Day.

Here’s what you can do to 
help. Visit the Co-ops Vote web 
site, WWW.VOTE.COOP, and 
take the pledge to BECOME 
A CO-OP VOTER to support 
your community and electric 
cooperative when casting your 
vote in 2016. The web site will 
give you information on your 
elected officials and candidates, 
the voter registration process, 
election dates and locations, and 
background about eight key co-
op issues we want our elected 
leaders to understand: rural 

broadband access, hiring and hon-
oring veterans, low-income energy 
assistance, cybersecurity, water 
regulation, rural health care access, 
affordable and reliable energy, and 
renewable energy.

Co-ops Vote is a non-partisan 
program developed by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation (NRECA), the national 
service organization that represents 
the nation’s more than 900 private, 
not-for-profit, consumer-owned 
electric cooperatives. With 42 mil-
lion members across the nation, 
electric co-ops are a powerful voice 
on national issues that have a local 
impact.

If you have any questions, please 
visit WWW.VOTE.COOP or contact 
us directly at 912-526-8181. I hope 
to see you at the polls!

-Romanous Dotson, 
 CEO/General Manager

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Earth Day is April 22. Give 
back to the environment by 
planting a deciduous tree 
near your home. Deciduous 
trees lose their leaves during 
the fall, allowing sunlight 
to warm your home. The 
extra shade during summer 
months will keep your home 
cooler and give your AC a 
much needed break. 

ALTAMAHA
Electric Membership Corporation

Community Owned · Community Built · Community Builder

25th Annual Southeast Georgia Soap Box Derby
Partin Park in Lyons
Saturday, April 30th

For more information, contact 
Michael Williamson at 912-245-5685 
or visit their website at 
http://www.soapboxderby.org/southeast-georgia



Buttermilk Ranch 
Cheeseball

Ingredients
1 tablespoon sour cream
1 (one ounce) package ranch dressing mix
1 (8 oz) package cream cheese
½ pound cheddar cheese, shredded
¼ cup finely chopped pecans

Directions
In a bowl, mix the sour cream with ranch 
dressing mix until smoothly combined.  Add 
the cream cheese and cheddar cheese to the 
bowl and mix together with your hands until 
thoroughly blended.  Chill the mixture for 
5 minutes, then shape into a ball.  Place the 
pecans in a shallow bowl and roll all sides of 
the cheese ball in the pecans to coat.  Serve 
immediately. 

-From the kitchen of 
Hannah Rountree

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted by our 
members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would  like to share 
it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC service area, send a 
copy, complete with name, address and daytime phone number 
to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 
30436. Each month, a recipe will be selected for publication.  
The member who submitted the featured recipe will be given 
a $10 credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to limited 
space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes printed 
in Plugged In are not independently tested; therefore, we must 
depend on the accuracy of those members who send recipes 
to us.

By Romanous Dotson
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Spring is a good time for a house safety check
Fundamentals

Inventory the inside

Sprinkler systems can save lives
ost fire departments urge homeowners to install
sprinkler systems in new homes, or when they

remodel their existing homes. Fire spreads so quickly
that you could have as little as two minutes to escape
before it’s too late. A fire sprinkler system can buy you
a few more minutes.

When it senses a fire, the sprinkler system auto-
matically sprays water on the flames. Only the sprin-
kler closest to the fire will spray.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates
that 90 percent of deaths in residential fires can be pre-
vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,

choose one that has a sprinkler system. 
If you’re remodeling your home,
add a system. 

The sprinkler system
is installed behind your
walls, similar to
plumbing, and is
connected to your
home’s water sup-
ply. A plumber
should do the
installation.

hen the last traces of winter
fade away, many homeowners

can’t wait to begin tinkering around
the house. Georgia’s electric cooper-
atives urge all ambitious home
improvers to heed these guidelines:

• One of the first places to look for trouble is the roof. Watch for loose or
missing shingles and leaks around flashings. Don’t begin repair work
unless you’re confident of your do-it-yourself abilities. Think about call-
ing a professional.

• Be sure to inspect your gutters before April showers begin. If they are
clogged, rainwater will overflow onto the siding of your house and
could cause moisture problems. Downspouts should carry rainwater
safely away from the foundation of the house. If they pour water out
on the ground, it could seep into the basement.

• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.

Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ome older homes don’t have exhaust fans in the bath-
room or kitchen. Others have old fans that are so noisy 
nobody ever turns them on.
Adding or upgrading exhaust fans can make a home 

safer and more comfortable.
An exhaust fan’s primary purpose is to remove mois-

ture from the room. But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes from cleaning 
chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Excessive moisture on 
bathroom walls can cause paint to bubble, peel and chip. 
The excess humidity created by every shower can cause 
mold to accumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those problems. Invest in 
good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them 
properly. Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you 
when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As 
helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck the heated or 
air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after 
it has removed odors and humidity from your kitchen or 
bathroom.

early seven children a day are shocked or burned 
when they slide keys, pins, paper clips and other 
small objects into electrical outlets in their homes, ac-

cording to the Electrical Safety Foundation International. 
Some of those injuries are fatal.

That means every room in your house that has an 
electrical outlet—and that’s probably every single room—
presents a danger to your children.

It costs about $2 per outlet to replace your old ones 
with updated, tamper-resistant versions designed with  
a built-in shutter system that prevents objects from enter-
ing the slots. Plugs can still fit into the slots, however, 

when equal pressure is applied 
to both sides.

Tamper-resistant receptacles 
are safer than removable outlet 
caps because children are unable 
to detach them.

The National Electrical Code 
requires new homes to have tam-
per-resistant receptacles, but it’s 
up to the owners of older homes 
to upgrade their outlets.
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Tamper-resistant receptacles 

are safer than removable 

outlet caps because children 

are unable to detach them.

Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution
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apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.
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tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.
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ome older homes don’t have exhaust fans in the bath-
room or kitchen. Others have old fans that are so noisy 
nobody ever turns them on.
Adding or upgrading exhaust fans can make a home 

safer and more comfortable.
An exhaust fan’s primary purpose is to remove mois-

ture from the room. But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes from cleaning 
chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Excessive moisture on 
bathroom walls can cause paint to bubble, peel and chip. 
The excess humidity created by every shower can cause 
mold to accumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those problems. Invest in 
good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them 
properly. Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you 
when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As 
helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck the heated or 
air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after 
it has removed odors and humidity from your kitchen or 
bathroom.

early seven children a day are shocked or burned 
when they slide keys, pins, paper clips and other 
small objects into electrical outlets in their homes, ac-

cording to the Electrical Safety Foundation International. 
Some of those injuries are fatal.

That means every room in your house that has an 
electrical outlet—and that’s probably every single room—
presents a danger to your children.

It costs about $2 per outlet to replace your old ones 
with updated, tamper-resistant versions designed with  
a built-in shutter system that prevents objects from enter-
ing the slots. Plugs can still fit into the slots, however, 

when equal pressure is applied 
to both sides.

Tamper-resistant receptacles 
are safer than removable outlet 
caps because children are unable 
to detach them.

The National Electrical Code 
requires new homes to have tam-
per-resistant receptacles, but it’s 
up to the owners of older homes 
to upgrade their outlets.
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Tamper-resistant receptacles 

are safer than removable 

outlet caps because children 

are unable to detach them.

Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution

Some older homes don’t have 
exhaust fans in the bathroom or 
kitchen. Others have old fans 

that are so noisy nobody ever turns 
them on.

Adding or upgrading exhaust fans 
can make a home safer and more 
comfortable.

An exhaust fan’s primary purpose 
is to remove moisture from the room. 
But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes 
from cleaning chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Ex-
cessive moisture on bathroom walls 
can cause paint to bubble, peel and 
chip. The excess humidity created by 
every shower can cause mold to ac-
cumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those 
problems. Invest in good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them properly. 
Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck 
the heated or air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after it has removed odors 
and humidity from your kitchen or bathroom.
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Sprinkler systems can save lives
ost fire departments urge homeowners to install
sprinkler systems in new homes, or when they

remodel their existing homes. Fire spreads so quickly
that you could have as little as two minutes to escape
before it’s too late. A fire sprinkler system can buy you
a few more minutes.

When it senses a fire, the sprinkler system auto-
matically sprays water on the flames. Only the sprin-
kler closest to the fire will spray.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates
that 90 percent of deaths in residential fires can be pre-
vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,

choose one that has a sprinkler system. 
If you’re remodeling your home,
add a system. 

The sprinkler system
is installed behind your
walls, similar to
plumbing, and is
connected to your
home’s water sup-
ply. A plumber
should do the
installation.

hen the last traces of winter
fade away, many homeowners

can’t wait to begin tinkering around
the house. Georgia’s electric cooper-
atives urge all ambitious home
improvers to heed these guidelines:

• One of the first places to look for trouble is the roof. Watch for loose or
missing shingles and leaks around flashings. Don’t begin repair work
unless you’re confident of your do-it-yourself abilities. Think about call-
ing a professional.

• Be sure to inspect your gutters before April showers begin. If they are
clogged, rainwater will overflow onto the siding of your house and
could cause moisture problems. Downspouts should carry rainwater
safely away from the foundation of the house. If they pour water out
on the ground, it could seep into the basement.

• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.

Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ome older homes don’t have exhaust fans in the bath-
room or kitchen. Others have old fans that are so noisy 
nobody ever turns them on.
Adding or upgrading exhaust fans can make a home 

safer and more comfortable.
An exhaust fan’s primary purpose is to remove mois-

ture from the room. But the fans also remove bathroom 
and cooking odors and reduce fumes from cleaning 
chemicals.

They can also save your paint. Excessive moisture on 
bathroom walls can cause paint to bubble, peel and chip. 
The excess humidity created by every shower can cause 
mold to accumulate.

Exhaust fans help prevent those problems. Invest in 
good ones, and hire a pro who knows how to install them 
properly. Choose a quiet model so it won’t annoy you 
when you turn it on.

And turn it off after the air in the room clears. As 
helpful as an exhaust fan is, it can suck the heated or 
air-conditioned air out of your home if you let it run after 
it has removed odors and humidity from your kitchen or 
bathroom.

early seven children a day are shocked or burned 
when they slide keys, pins, paper clips and other 
small objects into electrical outlets in their homes, ac-

cording to the Electrical Safety Foundation International. 
Some of those injuries are fatal.

That means every room in your house that has an 
electrical outlet—and that’s probably every single room—
presents a danger to your children.

It costs about $2 per outlet to replace your old ones 
with updated, tamper-resistant versions designed with  
a built-in shutter system that prevents objects from enter-
ing the slots. Plugs can still fit into the slots, however, 

when equal pressure is applied 
to both sides.

Tamper-resistant receptacles 
are safer than removable outlet 
caps because children are unable 
to detach them.

The National Electrical Code 
requires new homes to have tam-
per-resistant receptacles, but it’s 
up to the owners of older homes 
to upgrade their outlets.
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are safer than removable 

outlet caps because children 

are unable to detach them.

Tamper-resistant receptacles are a permanent safety solution

Kiosks Available 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

Altamaha EMC offers payment kiosks at all three of our 
office locations (Lyons, Soperton and Swainsboro).  

The kiosk accepts cash, debit/credit cards (Master-
card and Visa only) and checks.  There is no service fee.  All 
payments post to your account immediately.

You will need your account number when paying at the 
kiosk.  All monthly bills are now imprinted with a barcode at 
the bottom of the payment stub.  This barcode can be scanned 
to access your account, or you can simply key in your account 
number using the touch screen.  If you plan to use the kiosk to 
make payments on a regular basis, you can request a printed 
card from us that you scan to access your account each time you 
make a payment.

The kiosks accept payments for regular electric accounts and 
pre-pay accounts.

What to Do When a Member Passes Away

When the unfortunate passing of a member 
happens, family members have many 
issues to address.  One of the least of 

those often can be what to do with their loved one’s 
Altamaha EMC account.

Frequently, widowed spouses or their children 
leave the account in their deceased 
loved one’s name.  This is understand-
able, but it may overlook one of the 
unique benefits of being a member 
of Altamaha EMC.  The estate of the 
member may be entitled to the capital 
credits owed to the account.

Keep in mind that only the ac-
count holder can accrue capital credits.  
While listing a spouse on your account 
may allow them to access information 
for that account, it does not mean the 
capital credits are accruing in both 
names.

Capital credits are paid to the estate 
of a member upon the member’s death.  
Capital credits accrue only through the 
date of death of a member.

In order to receive payment, a 
representative of the estate must 
come to our office and provide a 
copy of the death certificate.  A 
check  for the accrued capital credits 
is issued within 4 – 6 weeks.  It is 
important to claim the capital credits 
once a member dies and change 
the name on the account to a living 
survivor so capital credits will begin 

accruing in the new person’s name.
We understand how trying dealing with the loss 

of a loved one can be.
Our staff will work with you to make the capital 

credit process as easy as possible. For additional 
information, please call our office at 912-526-8181.

2 At the end of each 
year, Altamaha 

completes the financial 
reports and determines 
whether there are excess 
revenues, called margins.

1 Altamaha EMC 
tracks how much 

electricity you buy and 
how much money you pay 
for it throughout the year.

3 Altamaha allocates 
the margins to 

members as capital credits
based upon their use of 
electricity during the year.

4 When a 
member passes 

away, a representative of 
the estate can apply for 
a refund of the capital
credits that have accrued.

How Capital Credits Work

Because electric co-ops 
operate at cost, any excess 
revenues, called margins, 
are returned to members 
in the form of capital 
credits.

Altamaha EMC has 
retired $6,714,444.05 
in capital credits to 
members since 1976.


