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Introducing... Pay•Your•Way
Pay•Your•Way puts you in charge...

Altamaha EMC is excited to introduce a new way 
to pay your bill! With prepay billing, you pay for 
electricity how and when you choose, the same 
way you buy groceries or gasoline. Purchasing 
electricity before you use it allows you to control 
your budget and pay how much you 
want, when you want. And best 
of all, there are no security 
deposits or late fees!

Instead of a monthly 
statement, your usage and 
balance are calculated daily.
Track your usage online 
when you login to pay your 
bill at www altamahaemc.com.

How Does It Work?
You purchase electricity before you use 
it. Make payments when you want to, online, over 
the phone, or in person at any Altamaha EMC 
office.  When your account runs low, you will get 
an alert by phone, text or email, letting you know 
it is time to recharge your account.

What If My Account Runs Out? 
If funds in your account run out, electrical service 
will be automatically disconnected. You will be 
notified by phone, text, or email that your service 
has been cut off. You can recharge your account    
              at any time, day or night, online or by   
                     phone and service will be  
                          automatically restored within a 
                              short period of time. There are no 
                                  disconnection or reconnection 
                                   fees.

                               
                                   What Does It Cost?
                                 With Pay•Your•Way, each 
                              KWh costs 11.53¢. The monthly 
                             minimum charge is $17.50, the 
                          same as traditional residential 
                      accounts.

Call us at 912-526-8181 or visit our website at 
www.altamahaemc.com to learn more!

How Do I Get Started?
New customers will pay a $10 membership fee, 
a $15 account establishment fee, and purchase a 
minimum of $50 in energy ($75 minimum). No 
deposits are required.

Existing customers with a traditional account may 
convert to Pay•Your•Way prepay billing at any time.    
Deposits on your existing account will be credited 
toward account balances. Any remaining balance 
will be applied to your prepay account. Existing 
members with account balances can use the debt-
recovery program. Each time you make a payment, 

25% will go toward the outstanding balance (not to 
be applied to the initial $50 energy purchase).

Should you decide prepay billing doesn’t work for 
you, it’s simple and easy to return to a traditional 
account at any time, although you will need to pay 
any required deposits and a $25 conversion fee.

Who Can Participate?
All single-phase, non-demand residential accounts 
qualify. Not sure if you qualify? Simply contact an 
Altamaha EMC representative for assistance at 
912-526-8181 or 1-800-822-4563.

No deposits, no late fees, and I choose when I pay my electric bill...

GA09420G

Our Voice Was 
Loud & Clear

For the past two years, we have been asking 
you to send messages to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) encouraging them to 
work with electric cooperatives on an energy 
strategy to help keep electric bills affordable 
for rural Americans.  Many of our members 
sent online messages to the EPA or filled out a 
postcard giving Altamaha EMC permission to 
communicate on their behalf.  The comment 
period ended December 1, 2014.

Over ONE MILLION messages opposing these 
regulations for new and existing power plants 
were sent to the EPA in this nation-wide effort 
from electric cooperatives. These messages 
told the EPA that our members cannot 
afford the continuous stream of regulations. 
It’s possible to balance affordability and 
environmental stewardship, but not under these 
latest rules. Coal is a low-cost, safe, secure 
and domestic energy resource that ensures 
the reliable 24/7 power people depend on. We 
cannot afford to cut coal out of our fuel mix.

The response by Altamaha EMC members was 
a huge success.  We are proud to report that 
Altamaha EMC members sent a total of 2,288 
comments.  The only EMCs in Georgia that 
sent more comments than we did are Greystone 
Power and Habersham EMC.  Greystone has 
108,758 members and Habersham has 25,054 
members – compared to our just under 20,000 
members.  For a co-op our size, we did an 
outstanding job!

Will all of these comments actually change 
the EPA’s mind?  
With more than 1.1 million comments, there 
is an inherent strength in the number of 
comments submitted to the EPA by America’s 
Electric Cooperatives. These comments 
highlight the broad opposition to this proposal 

and encourage the EPA to go back to the 
drawing board and work with us on common-
sense solutions.  Every comment submitted 
enhanced the strength of that message.  Our 
comments frame the debate and demonstrate 
broad opposition to this rule not just to the 
EPA, but also to other decision makers and 
opinion leaders who can influence EPA’s 
thinking.  

What happens next?
The EPA plans to finalize their proposal and 
issue a finalized rule in June 2015. Between 
now and then, EPA will review the comments 
they received and host meetings with 
stakeholders (including co-ops).  Throughout 
this period, expect numerous congressional 
hearings on both sides of the Hill. 

Because of the way the EPA crafted their 
proposal, states are responsible for developing 
plans to comply.  The spotlight of the EPA 
proposal will now shift to the states. Starting 
in January, expect state legislatures to consider 
resolutions that influence how their state will 
deal with the EPA proposal.  But that doesn’t 
mean the battle has left Washington, DC.  Quite 
the contrary – we need to keep the pressure 
on both state and federal arenas as EPA works 
towards a final rule.  

We will keep you updated during the next 
few months on ways you can help us keep the 
communications efforts in the forefront with 
federal and state regulators and lawmakers.
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Fluffernutter 
Cake
Ingredients
1 box Devil’s Food cake mix
1 package (3.9 oz.) instant chocolate pudding mix
1 ¼ cup water
4 eggs
1/3 cup oil
One package (12 oz.) Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups (snack 
size) – cut each peanut butter cup into quarters

Directions
Preheat oven to 325 degrees.  Coat a Bundt cake pan 
with cooking spray.  In a large bowl, combine cake mix, 
pudding mix, water, eggs and oil.  Beat on low speed just 
until blended.  Then beat on medium speed for 3 minutes.  
Fold in 1 ¼ cups of peanut butter cup pieces.  Evenly 
spread batter in Bundt pan.  Sprinkle remaining peanut 
butter cup pieces over the top of batter.  Bake one hour or 
until tooth pick inserted in cake comes out clean.  Cool 
for 40 minutes.  Transfer cake to rack and allow to cool 
completely. 

Frosting
2 sticks unsalted butter – softened
1 jar (7 oz.) marshmallow creme
1 ¾ cup confectioners sugar
1 tablespoon vanilla extract

On medium speed, beat butter until light and fluffy.  Add 
marshmallow creme, confectioners sugar and vanilla 
extract.  Beat on low speed until blended, scraping down 
the sides of the bowl.  Increase speed to medium and beat 
for 2 minutes until light and fluffy.  Place cake on serving 
plate and spread with frosting.

—From the kitchen of Dianne Mills

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted 
by our members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would 
like to share it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC 
service area, send a copy, complete with name, address 
and daytime phone number to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha 
EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 30436. Each month, 
a recipe will be selected for publication.  The member 
who submitted the featured recipe will be given a $10 
credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to limited 
space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes 
printed in Plugged In are not independently tested; 
therefore, we must depend on the accuracy of those 
members who send recipes to us.

The Area 4 EMC/FFA Agricultural Education 
Career Development Event (CDE), an annual 
competition in which agriculture students learn 
about the safe, efficient use of electricity while 
also sharpening their wiring skills, was held 
at Treutlen High School in November.  Jackie 
Swaringim from Toombs County High School 
and Cejay Heath from Treutlen High School 
represented Altamaha EMC in the competition.

The practical wiring exercise during the contest 
is particularly popular with students and 
teachers who point to the benefits of hands-on 
learning.  “Students in a hands-on program will 
remember the material better, feel a sense of 
accomplishment when the task is completed, 
and be able to transfer that experience easier 
to other learning situations,” says Van Henriott 
who coordinates the area contest for Altamaha.  
“When more than one method of learning is 
offered, the information has a better chance 
of being stored in the student’s memory for 
retrieval. They’ll also stay on task more often 
because they are part of the learning process and 
not just spectators.”

Over the years, EMC representatives and  
students have come to appreciate the benefits of 
participating in the wiring competition. In some 
cases, student participation has served as the 

catalyst for pursuing academic and career goals. 
In fact, a number of students were inspired to 
pursue degree programs in the electric industry 
or agriculture. Some have graduated with 
engineering degrees, completed electrical courses 
at technical colleges and eventually landed jobs 
in their area of study.  

In addition to the practical wiring challenge, 
contestants must complete a multiple choice 
written exam and give a presentation describing 
necessary steps to complete a specific electrical 
task.

Any active FFA member enrolled in a 9th 
through 12th grade high school agriculture 
education class is eligible to participate. The top 
two individuals in each area contest advance to 
the state competition.  As an added incentive, and 
to encourage participation, college scholarships 
can be earned for use at any college, university or 
vocational school.

Cejay Heath placed second in the area 
competition and received a $300 scholarship.  
His second place finish qualified him to compete 
in the state contest where he finished third and 
earned an additional $500 in scholarship money.  

In Loving Memory of 
Johnny Anderson

Altamaha EMC lost a dear friend and retired employee on December 15, 2014.  
Johnny Anderson passed away after a hard-fought battle with cancer.  He was 74 
years old.  

Johnny began his career 
at Altamaha EMC in 1959 
and worked for 43 years 
until he retired in 2002.  
Even after his retirement, 
Johnny continued to 
work for Altamaha EMC 
as a contractor doing 
underground locates.

Johnny is survived by his 
wife, Nora Raby Anderson 
of Johnson Corner; one son 
John Anderson of Lyons; 
and two daughters, Debbie 
Landrum and Scarlett 
Collins, both of Lyons.

Johnny will be missed by 
his family, friends and 
co-workers. 

Jackie Swaringim (left) with Toombs County High School 
FFA Advisor Joey Montford.

CeJay Heath (left) with Treutlen High School FFA Advisor 
Al Garner.

AREA STUDENTS POLISH WIRING SKILLS
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How Does It Work?
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What If My Account Runs Out? 
If funds in your account run out, electrical service 
will be automatically disconnected. You will be 
notified by phone, text, or email that your service 
has been cut off. You can recharge your account    
              at any time, day or night, online or by   
                     phone and service will be  
                          automatically restored within a 
                              short period of time. There are no 
                                  disconnection or reconnection 
                                   fees.

                               
                                   What Does It Cost?
                                 With Pay•Your•Way, each 
                              KWh costs 11.53¢. The monthly 
                             minimum charge is $17.50, the 
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How Do I Get Started?
New customers will pay a $10 membership fee, 
a $15 account establishment fee, and purchase a 
minimum of $50 in energy ($75 minimum). No 
deposits are required.

Existing customers with a traditional account may 
convert to Pay•Your•Way prepay billing at any time.    
Deposits on your existing account will be credited 
toward account balances. Any remaining balance 
will be applied to your prepay account. Existing 
members with account balances can use the debt-
recovery program. Each time you make a payment, 

25% will go toward the outstanding balance (not to 
be applied to the initial $50 energy purchase).

Should you decide prepay billing doesn’t work for 
you, it’s simple and easy to return to a traditional 
account at any time, although you will need to pay 
any required deposits and a $25 conversion fee.

Who Can Participate?
All single-phase, non-demand residential accounts 
qualify. Not sure if you qualify? Simply contact an 
Altamaha EMC representative for assistance at 
912-526-8181 or 1-800-822-4563.
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1 box Devil’s Food cake mix
1 package (3.9 oz.) instant chocolate pudding mix
1 ¼ cup water
4 eggs
1/3 cup oil
One package (12 oz.) Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups (snack 
size) – cut each peanut butter cup into quarters

Directions
Preheat oven to 325 degrees.  Coat a Bundt cake pan 
with cooking spray.  In a large bowl, combine cake mix, 
pudding mix, water, eggs and oil.  Beat on low speed just 
until blended.  Then beat on medium speed for 3 minutes.  
Fold in 1 ¼ cups of peanut butter cup pieces.  Evenly 
spread batter in Bundt pan.  Sprinkle remaining peanut 
butter cup pieces over the top of batter.  Bake one hour or 
until tooth pick inserted in cake comes out clean.  Cool 
for 40 minutes.  Transfer cake to rack and allow to cool 
completely. 

Frosting
2 sticks unsalted butter – softened
1 jar (7 oz.) marshmallow creme
1 ¾ cup confectioners sugar
1 tablespoon vanilla extract

On medium speed, beat butter until light and fluffy.  Add 
marshmallow creme, confectioners sugar and vanilla 
extract.  Beat on low speed until blended, scraping down 
the sides of the bowl.  Increase speed to medium and beat 
for 2 minutes until light and fluffy.  Place cake on serving 
plate and spread with frosting.

—From the kitchen of Dianne Mills

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted 
by our members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would 
like to share it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC 
service area, send a copy, complete with name, address 
and daytime phone number to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha 
EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 30436. Each month, 
a recipe will be selected for publication.  The member 
who submitted the featured recipe will be given a $10 
credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to limited 
space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes 
printed in Plugged In are not independently tested; 
therefore, we must depend on the accuracy of those 
members who send recipes to us.

The Area 4 EMC/FFA Agricultural Education 
Career Development Event (CDE), an annual 
competition in which agriculture students learn 
about the safe, efficient use of electricity while 
also sharpening their wiring skills, was held 
at Treutlen High School in November.  Jackie 
Swaringim from Toombs County High School 
and Cejay Heath from Treutlen High School 
represented Altamaha EMC in the competition.

The practical wiring exercise during the contest 
is particularly popular with students and 
teachers who point to the benefits of hands-on 
learning.  “Students in a hands-on program will 
remember the material better, feel a sense of 
accomplishment when the task is completed, 
and be able to transfer that experience easier 
to other learning situations,” says Van Henriott 
who coordinates the area contest for Altamaha.  
“When more than one method of learning is 
offered, the information has a better chance 
of being stored in the student’s memory for 
retrieval. They’ll also stay on task more often 
because they are part of the learning process and 
not just spectators.”

Over the years, EMC representatives and  
students have come to appreciate the benefits of 
participating in the wiring competition. In some 
cases, student participation has served as the 

catalyst for pursuing academic and career goals. 
In fact, a number of students were inspired to 
pursue degree programs in the electric industry 
or agriculture. Some have graduated with 
engineering degrees, completed electrical courses 
at technical colleges and eventually landed jobs 
in their area of study.  

In addition to the practical wiring challenge, 
contestants must complete a multiple choice 
written exam and give a presentation describing 
necessary steps to complete a specific electrical 
task.

Any active FFA member enrolled in a 9th 
through 12th grade high school agriculture 
education class is eligible to participate. The top 
two individuals in each area contest advance to 
the state competition.  As an added incentive, and 
to encourage participation, college scholarships 
can be earned for use at any college, university or 
vocational school.

Cejay Heath placed second in the area 
competition and received a $300 scholarship.  
His second place finish qualified him to compete 
in the state contest where he finished third and 
earned an additional $500 in scholarship money.  

In Loving Memory of 
Johnny Anderson

Altamaha EMC lost a dear friend and retired employee on December 15, 2014.  
Johnny Anderson passed away after a hard-fought battle with cancer.  He was 74 
years old.  

Johnny began his career 
at Altamaha EMC in 1959 
and worked for 43 years 
until he retired in 2002.  
Even after his retirement, 
Johnny continued to 
work for Altamaha EMC 
as a contractor doing 
underground locates.

Johnny is survived by his 
wife, Nora Raby Anderson 
of Johnson Corner; one son 
John Anderson of Lyons; 
and two daughters, Debbie 
Landrum and Scarlett 
Collins, both of Lyons.

Johnny will be missed by 
his family, friends and 
co-workers. 

Jackie Swaringim (left) with Toombs County High School 
FFA Advisor Joey Montford.

CeJay Heath (left) with Treutlen High School FFA Advisor 
Al Garner.
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