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Reaching Out by Rounding Up

On August 1, 2017, Altamaha 
EMC will join the nationwide 
Operation Round Up program.  

Operation Round Up is an innovative 
program that provides funding for vari-
ous charitable organizations in our own 
community.  Through Operation Round 
Up, the Altamaha EMC Foundation will 
be able to assist with charitable needs 
within our service territory.  Through 
Operation Round Up, participating 
members will allow Altamaha EMC to 
“round up” their monthly electric bills to 
the next whole dollar amount.  

Below is more information about the 
Operation Round Up program.
What is Operation Round Up? 

Operation Round Up is a program to 
generate and collect voluntary donations 
that are used to benefit organizations in 
Altamaha EMC’s service area for the 
purpose of improving the quality of life 
of our members and their communities.

How did it get started? 
The program was created by Palmetto 

Electric Cooperative in South Carolina in 
1989, and since then it has been adopted 
by more than 250 electric cooperatives 
nationwide. Since its introduction, Opera-
tion Round Up has raised more than $50 
million for cooperative communities.

How does it work? 
Each month, the electric bills of par-

ticipating Altamaha EMC members are 
rounded up – increased to the next dollar 
amount. If a member’s bill is $124.50, 
it’s rounded up to $125.  Fifty cents is 
deposited in a separate bank account 
for the Altamaha EMC Foundation. The 
maximum a member would contribute 
to the program yearly would be $11.88. 
The average contribution per member 
per year would be $6.  Small change 
indeed, but it makes a huge difference in 
the lives of many.

What is Altamaha EMC’s goal 
for this program? 

Our goal is to improve the quality of 
life for the communities we serve. Coop-
eratives are governed by seven principles, 
the seventh principle being Concern for 
Community. Altamaha EMC has a long 
history of community involvement and 
support of charitable and community 
organizations, from youth programs to 
shelters for battered women to food banks 
and many more. Many of these organiza-
tions have seen their need for outreach 
grow in recent years, while funding 
sources haven’t kept up. 

Operation Round Up provides 
Altamaha EMC with a tremendous op-
portunity to demonstrate and extend its 
commitment to its members and their 
communities. Operation Round Up is an 
example of people coming together and 
pooling their resources to accomplish a 
greater good, much like residents of this 
area did 80 years ago when they formed 
Altamaha EMC to bring electricity to 
rural homes, farms and communities. It 
was something they couldn’t accomplish 
individually, but as a group it was achiev-
able. Now, through Operation Round 
Up, local residents can come together to 
create change and provide assistance in 
their communities through a foundation 
– something they couldn’t do individually 
on this scale.
Do other cooperatives participate? 

There are currently about 250 coopera-
tives participating in Operation Round Up 
nationally, 29 of them in Georgia.
Why is Altamaha EMC automatically 
signing up all members? 

We believe our members would want 
their Foundation to have as much positive 
impact in the community as possible. 
Based on the experience of other coop-
eratives that have introduced Operation 

Round Up, 
we anticipate 
participation 
in the program to be between 75-90%. 
To ensure that our members understand 
what Operation Round Up is and why 
we’re implementing it, there will be a 
six-month long communication campaign 
prior to the start of the program. During 
this period, members will be given an op-
portunity to decline participation in 
Operation Round Up.
What if a member doesn’t want to 
participate? 

Even after they are signed up for 
Operation Round Up, members may leave 
the program at any time simply by con-
tacting Altamaha EMC. This voluntary 
program is designed so that it’s easy for 
members to opt out.

What is the Altamaha EMC 
Foundation? 

The Altamaha EMC Foundation is a 
501(c)3 organization set up to represent 
the members of Altamaha EMC and 
the funds collected through Operation 
Round Up for charitable purposes. The 
mission of the Foundation is to distribute 
money collected from Altamaha EMC 
members through Operation Round Up 
to worthwhile, charitable and educational 
purposes that will improve lives and 
respond to immediate needs within the 
counties where the cooperative provides 
electric service.

Are contributions tax-deductible?
Yes. Each January bill will have a sum-

mary of donations for tax purposes. 

How do I opt out of Operation 
Round Up?

You can opt out of the program by call-
ing our office at 912-526-8181 and speak-
ing to a customer service representative.  
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Sprinkler systems can save lives
ost fire departments urge homeowners to install
sprinkler systems in new homes, or when they

remodel their existing homes. Fire spreads so quickly
that you could have as little as two minutes to escape
before it’s too late. A fire sprinkler system can buy you
a few more minutes.

When it senses a fire, the sprinkler system auto-
matically sprays water on the flames. Only the sprin-
kler closest to the fire will spray.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates
that 90 percent of deaths in residential fires can be pre-
vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,

choose one that has a sprinkler system. 
If you’re remodeling your home,
add a system. 

The sprinkler system
is installed behind your
walls, similar to
plumbing, and is
connected to your
home’s water sup-
ply. A plumber
should do the
installation.

hen the last traces of winter
fade away, many homeowners

can’t wait to begin tinkering around
the house. Georgia’s electric cooper-
atives urge all ambitious home
improvers to heed these guidelines:

• One of the first places to look for trouble is the roof. Watch for loose or
missing shingles and leaks around flashings. Don’t begin repair work
unless you’re confident of your do-it-yourself abilities. Think about call-
ing a professional.

• Be sure to inspect your gutters before April showers begin. If they are
clogged, rainwater will overflow onto the siding of your house and
could cause moisture problems. Downspouts should carry rainwater
safely away from the foundation of the house. If they pour water out
on the ground, it could seep into the basement.

• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.

Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ate winter and early spring are 
great times to think about making 
changes to your home’s landscape. 

While the goal of most lawn and 
garden projects is to beautify your 
outdoor space, a well-designed proj-
ect can also reduce your energy bill, 
increase the overall value of your 
home and provide additional bene-
fits, such as reduced noise pollution, 
optimized water use and cleaner air 
around your home. 

The two best strategies for im-
proving the energy efficiency of your 
home with landscaping are to incor-
porate shading in the summer and 
wind-blocking in the winter. 

Summer shading
According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy, shading your home 
is the most cost-effective way to  
reduce heat gain from the sun and 
reduce your air-conditioning costs 
in the summer. Having more plants 
and trees in your yard can reduce the  
air temperature by up to 6 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Planting deciduous trees on the 
south, southwest and west sides of 
your home can cut heating during 
hot summer months while allowing 
sunlight through during the fall and 
winter, when the trees have lost their 

L leaves. When planting trees, consider 
the expected shape and height of 
the mature trees and where they will 
shade your home. A tree with a high 
mature height planted on the south 
side of a home, for example, will pro-
vide all-day roof shading in the sum-
mer, while a lower tree on the west 
side of your home can protect it from 
the sun. 

Plant trees an appropriate dis-
tance from your home so they do not 
disrupt your foundation or your roof 
as they grow. While it will be five to 
10 years before a newly planted tree 
will begin providing shade to your 
roof, it can start shading windows 

immediately. Incorporate 
other plants to provide 
near-term shade. Shrubs, 
bushes and vines can 
quickly shade windows 
and walls. 

Also consider any 
paved areas around your 
home and how you can 
shade them during the 
summer. Think about 
walking across your drive-
way barefoot on a hot July 
afternoon; if your driveway 
or patio is unshaded, it is 
probably quite difficult. 
That absorbed heat is also 
reflecting onto your home, 

causing your air conditioner to work 
even harder. You can use trees, hedg-
es and other landscaping structures, 
such as arbors, to shade these paved 
areas.

Wind-blocking techniques
If your home is in an open area 

without many structures around it, 
cold winter winds may be increasing 
your heating bills. A windbreak on 
your property can help deflect these 
winds over your home. The most 
common type of windbreak uses a 
combination of conifer (evergreen) 
trees and shrubs to block wind from 
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the ground to the top of your home. 
For the best windbreak effect, plant 
these features on the north and 
northwest sides of your home at a 
distance of between two and five 
times the height of the mature trees. 
Incorporating a wall or fence can fur-
ther assist with the wind-break.

Another insulating technique is 
to plant shrubs and bushes closer to 
your home, but at least one foot away. 
The space between these plants and 
your home helps insulate your home 
during winter and summer months. 

Before making any final design 
decisions about your yard, if you live 
near power lines, talk with your elec-
tric co-op about how far from these 
lines trees should be planted.
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How Landscaping Can Help You     Save Energy
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changes to your home’s landscape. 
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the mature trees and where they will 
shade your home. A tree with a high 
mature height planted on the south 
side of a home, for example, will pro-
vide all-day roof shading in the sum-
mer, while a lower tree on the west 
side of your home can protect it from 
the sun. 

Plant trees an appropriate dis-
tance from your home so they do not 
disrupt your foundation or your roof 
as they grow. While it will be five to 
10 years before a newly planted tree 
will begin providing shade to your 
roof, it can start shading windows 

immediately. Incorporate 
other plants to provide 
near-term shade. Shrubs, 
bushes and vines can 
quickly shade windows 
and walls. 

Also consider any 
paved areas around your 
home and how you can 
shade them during the 
summer. Think about 
walking across your drive-
way barefoot on a hot July 
afternoon; if your driveway 
or patio is unshaded, it is 
probably quite difficult. 
That absorbed heat is also 
reflecting onto your home, 

causing your air conditioner to work 
even harder. You can use trees, hedg-
es and other landscaping structures, 
such as arbors, to shade these paved 
areas.

Wind-blocking techniques
If your home is in an open area 

without many structures around it, 
cold winter winds may be increasing 
your heating bills. A windbreak on 
your property can help deflect these 
winds over your home. The most 
common type of windbreak uses a 
combination of conifer (evergreen) 
trees and shrubs to block wind from 
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the ground to the top of your home. 
For the best windbreak effect, plant 
these features on the north and 
northwest sides of your home at a 
distance of between two and five 
times the height of the mature trees. 
Incorporating a wall or fence can fur-
ther assist with the wind-break.

Another insulating technique is 
to plant shrubs and bushes closer to 
your home, but at least one foot away. 
The space between these plants and 
your home helps insulate your home 
during winter and summer months. 

Before making any final design 
decisions about your yard, if you live 
near power lines, talk with your elec-
tric co-op about how far from these 
lines trees should be planted.
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ate winter and early spring are 
great times to think about making 
changes to your home’s landscape. 

While the goal of most lawn and 
garden projects is to beautify your 
outdoor space, a well-designed proj-
ect can also reduce your energy bill, 
increase the overall value of your 
home and provide additional bene-
fits, such as reduced noise pollution, 
optimized water use and cleaner air 
around your home. 

The two best strategies for im-
proving the energy efficiency of your 
home with landscaping are to incor-
porate shading in the summer and 
wind-blocking in the winter. 

Summer shading
According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy, shading your home 
is the most cost-effective way to  
reduce heat gain from the sun and 
reduce your air-conditioning costs 
in the summer. Having more plants 
and trees in your yard can reduce the  
air temperature by up to 6 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Planting deciduous trees on the 
south, southwest and west sides of 
your home can cut heating during 
hot summer months while allowing 
sunlight through during the fall and 
winter, when the trees have lost their 

L
leaves. When planting trees, consider 
the expected shape and height of 
the mature trees and where they will 
shade your home. A tree with a high 
mature height planted on the south 
side of a home, for example, will pro-
vide all-day roof shading in the sum-
mer, while a lower tree on the west 
side of your home can protect it from 
the sun. 

Plant trees an appropriate dis-
tance from your home so they do not 
disrupt your foundation or your roof 
as they grow. While it will be five to 
10 years before a newly planted tree 
will begin providing shade to your 
roof, it can start shading windows 

immediately. Incorporate 
other plants to provide 
near-term shade. Shrubs, 
bushes and vines can 
quickly shade windows 
and walls. 

Also consider any 
paved areas around your 
home and how you can 
shade them during the 
summer. Think about 
walking across your drive-
way barefoot on a hot July 
afternoon; if your driveway 
or patio is unshaded, it is 
probably quite difficult. 
That absorbed heat is also 
reflecting onto your home, 

causing your air conditioner to work 
even harder. You can use trees, hedg-
es and other landscaping structures, 
such as arbors, to shade these paved 
areas.

Wind-blocking techniques
If your home is in an open area 

without many structures around it, 
cold winter winds may be increasing 
your heating bills. A windbreak on 
your property can help deflect these 
winds over your home. The most 
common type of windbreak uses a 
combination of conifer (evergreen) 
trees and shrubs to block wind from 
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How landscaping can help you save energy
BY PAT KEEGAN AND AMY WHEELESS

the ground to the top of your home. 
For the best windbreak effect, plant 
these features on the north and 
northwest sides of your home at a 
distance of between two and five 
times the height of the mature trees. 
Incorporating a wall or fence can fur-
ther assist with the wind-break.

Another insulating technique is 
to plant shrubs and bushes closer to 
your home, but at least one foot away. 
The space between these plants and 
your home helps insulate your home 
during winter and summer months. 

Before making any final design 
decisions about your yard, if you live 
near power lines, talk with your elec-
tric co-op about how far from these 
lines trees should be planted.

This column was co-written by 
Pat Keegan and Amy Wheeless of 
Collaborative Efficiency. For more 
ideas on energy-efficient landscap-
ing, please visit www.collaborative 
efficiency.com/energytips.

An arbor or trellis over a door or window can 
provide both an interesting focal point and 
summer shade.

Deciduous trees on the south and west sides of your 
home can deflect hot summer sun.
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An arbor or trellis over a door 
or window can provide both 
an interesting focal point and 
summer shade.

Deciduous trees on the south and west sides 
of your home can deflect hot summer sun.



Chicken and
Wild Rice Soup
Ingredients
1 tablespoon chicken base
4-6 boneless/skinless chicken breasts
2 boxes Uncle Ben’s Original Long Grain
    & Wild Rice
1 package sliced mushrooms
3-4 stalks celery (chopped)
1 medium onion (chopped)

Directions
Add chicken base to a pot of boiling water.  
Add boneless/skinless chicken breasts and boil 
until done.  Remove chicken from the water.  
Add 2 boxes Uncle Ben’s Original Long Grain 
and Wild Rice (the rice and the seasoning 
pack).  In a frying pan sauté mushrooms, 
celery and onion in a stick of real butter. Cook 
until vegetables are done. Pour this into the 
broth/rice.  Tear the chicken into small pieces 
and put back in the soup mixture. Allow to 
cook until the rice is done. If you need to you 
can add more water.  When you’re close to 
ready to serve add a pint of heavy cream and 
stir well. Allow to heat thoroughly. Add salt, 
pepper, garlic salt to taste. If it thickens up too 
much, mix chicken base in water and add to 
the soup mixture.

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted by our 
members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would  like to share 
it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC service area, send a 
copy, complete with name, address and daytime phone number 
to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 
30436. Each month, a recipe will be selected for publication.  
The member who submitted the featured recipe will be given 
a $10 credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to lim-
ited space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes 
printed in Plugged In are not independently tested; therefore, 
we must depend on the accuracy of those members who send 
recipes to us.

George McLendon Promoted
to Assistant Manager
At Altamaha EMC’s November Board of Directors 

meeting, George McLendon was appointed to 
the position of Assistant Manager.  

George is a 29 year employee of Altamaha EMC and 
has spent the past several years as District Manager 
for the Treutlen/Laurens area.  Before coming to work 
for Altamaha EMC, he worked with Eastern Utilities 
for 2 years.  George began his career with Altamaha 
EMC as an apprentice lineman.  Over the years, he 
has served as a groundsman, journeyman lineman, 
serviceman, District Operations Supervisor and 
District Manager.

Altamaha EMC CEO/General Manager Romanous 
Dotson states, “As Assistant Manager, George will 
play a role in the daily operations of the cooperative 
while continuing to learn all aspects of the 
cooperative’s entire operation.  He will have an active role in planning objectives and policies which 
will be needed as the cooperative continues to grow.  I look forward to working closely with George as 
we continue to serve the members of Altamaha EMC.”

When talking about his new position, George said, “I will strive to continue the same service that our 
members have experienced for the past 80 years.  I have been blessed to be surrounded by a great 
group of employees who work day and night to provide reliable service at the most economical price 
possible.”

George and his wife, Laura, live in Soperton.  They have two daughters, Mallory (Matt) Taylor and 
Madison McLendon.

Altamaha EMC Revises Retail Rates
he board of directors, management and 
staff at Altamaha EMC make every effort

to provide our members with reliable electricity 
at the most affordable price possible.  Many 
factors come into play when calculating the 
cost of the electricity you use every day.  
Despite our best efforts, the costs 
associated with generating and 
distributing electricity continue 
to increase.

Altamaha EMC obtains 
the electric energy we provide 
to you from several sources.  
Some power is provided from 
several different generating 
plants that we jointly own with 
other utilities in the state.  In 
recent years, the increase in 
electrical demand in Georgia 
has required the construction of 
new and additional generating 
plants.  Regulatory issues have 
required the installation of pollution 
control equipment on existing fossil fuel plants.  

Altamaha EMC’s direct distribution costs 
have increased over the past five years.  We 
are paying more for copper, aluminum, line 
transformers and other materials that are a 
significant factor in the cost of distributing 
electricity.  

We recently conducted an in-depth rate 
study to determine where our rate structure 
needs to be to continue providing reliable and 
affordable electricity in the future.  When you 
combine all the factors mentioned above, these 
increases in costs will not allow us to continue 
billing you under the current rate structure.  
Effective May 1, 2017, Altamaha EMC retail 
rates will change.  Please see the chart below 
for an approximation of how your monthly bill 
will be affected.

Even with the rate adjustment, the good 
news is that most members will not see a 
big difference in their monthly electric bill.  
The increased costs discussed above have been 
indirectly reflected in your bill for the past 

several years.  These costs are now simply 
being appropriately reallocated to the cost per 
kilowatt-hour.

One additional change is our current 
residential rate will now be split into two 
groups – a residential rate and a general 

use rate.  The residential rate 
will include residences with 
consistent monthly usage above 
250 kwh per month.  The new 
general use rate will consist 
of accounts such as non-
commercial storage buildings, 
wells, shelters, hunting clubs, 
club houses, golf cart houses, 
etc. that have a monthly usage 
below 250 kwh per month.  The 
monthly facilities charge for 
a residential rate account will 
increase from $17.50 to $20.00.  
The general use rate monthly 
facilities charge will increase 

from $17.50 to $21.50.
While no one likes a rate increase, we will 

continue to work on improving efficiency and 
controlling costs to offset as much of these 
factors as possible.  As always, Altamaha EMC’s 
mission is to provide the best possible service at 
the most economical price.  

Additional Adjustments Effective 
May 1, 2017

The monthly residential facilities charge will 
be $20.00.  The monthly general use facilities 
charge will be $21.50.

Georgia law makes it mandatory to change lanes or 
reduce speed when approaching utility linemen at an 
active work site, as indicated by traffic cones or flashing 
yellow, amber, white or red lights. Any motorist who does 
not change lanes or slow down to avoid utility workers is 
subject to fines of up to $250 per incident.
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Chicken and
Wild Rice Soup
Ingredients
1 tablespoon chicken base
4-6 boneless/skinless chicken breasts
2 boxes Uncle Ben’s Original Long Grain
    & Wild Rice
1 package sliced mushrooms
3-4 stalks celery (chopped)
1 medium onion (chopped)

Directions
Add chicken base to a pot of boiling water.  
Add boneless/skinless chicken breasts and boil 
until done.  Remove chicken from the water.  
Add 2 boxes Uncle Ben’s Original Long Grain 
and Wild Rice (the rice and the seasoning 
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much, mix chicken base in water and add to 
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Member
RECIPES
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George McLendon Promoted
to Assistant Manager
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has served as a groundsman, journeyman lineman, 
serviceman, District Operations Supervisor and 
District Manager.

Altamaha EMC CEO/General Manager Romanous 
Dotson states, “As Assistant Manager, George will 
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Reaching Out by Rounding Up

On August 1, 2017, Altamaha 
EMC will join the nationwide 
Operation Round Up program.  

Operation Round Up is an innovative 
program that provides funding for vari-
ous charitable organizations in our own 
community.  Through Operation Round 
Up, the Altamaha EMC Foundation will 
be able to assist with charitable needs 
within our service territory.  Through 
Operation Round Up, participating 
members will allow Altamaha EMC to 
“round up” their monthly electric bills to 
the next whole dollar amount.  

Below is more information about the 
Operation Round Up program.
What is Operation Round Up? 

Operation Round Up is a program to 
generate and collect voluntary donations 
that are used to benefit organizations in 
Altamaha EMC’s service area for the 
purpose of improving the quality of life 
of our members and their communities.

How did it get started? 
The program was created by Palmetto 

Electric Cooperative in South Carolina in 
1989, and since then it has been adopted 
by more than 250 electric cooperatives 
nationwide. Since its introduction, Opera-
tion Round Up has raised more than $50 
million for cooperative communities.

How does it work? 
Each month, the electric bills of par-

ticipating Altamaha EMC members are 
rounded up – increased to the next dollar 
amount. If a member’s bill is $124.50, 
it’s rounded up to $125.  Fifty cents is 
deposited in a separate bank account 
for the Altamaha EMC Foundation. The 
maximum a member would contribute 
to the program yearly would be $11.88. 
The average contribution per member 
per year would be $6.  Small change 
indeed, but it makes a huge difference in 
the lives of many.

What is Altamaha EMC’s goal 
for this program? 

Our goal is to improve the quality of 
life for the communities we serve. Coop-
eratives are governed by seven principles, 
the seventh principle being Concern for 
Community. Altamaha EMC has a long 
history of community involvement and 
support of charitable and community 
organizations, from youth programs to 
shelters for battered women to food banks 
and many more. Many of these organiza-
tions have seen their need for outreach 
grow in recent years, while funding 
sources haven’t kept up. 

Operation Round Up provides 
Altamaha EMC with a tremendous op-
portunity to demonstrate and extend its 
commitment to its members and their 
communities. Operation Round Up is an 
example of people coming together and 
pooling their resources to accomplish a 
greater good, much like residents of this 
area did 80 years ago when they formed 
Altamaha EMC to bring electricity to 
rural homes, farms and communities. It 
was something they couldn’t accomplish 
individually, but as a group it was achiev-
able. Now, through Operation Round 
Up, local residents can come together to 
create change and provide assistance in 
their communities through a foundation 
– something they couldn’t do individually 
on this scale.
Do other cooperatives participate? 

There are currently about 250 coopera-
tives participating in Operation Round Up 
nationally, 29 of them in Georgia.
Why is Altamaha EMC automatically 
signing up all members? 

We believe our members would want 
their Foundation to have as much positive 
impact in the community as possible. 
Based on the experience of other coop-
eratives that have introduced Operation 

Round Up, 
we anticipate 
participation 
in the program to be between 75-90%. 
To ensure that our members understand 
what Operation Round Up is and why 
we’re implementing it, there will be a 
six-month long communication campaign 
prior to the start of the program. During 
this period, members will be given an op-
portunity to decline participation in 
Operation Round Up.
What if a member doesn’t want to 
participate? 

Even after they are signed up for 
Operation Round Up, members may leave 
the program at any time simply by con-
tacting Altamaha EMC. This voluntary 
program is designed so that it’s easy for 
members to opt out.

What is the Altamaha EMC 
Foundation? 

The Altamaha EMC Foundation is a 
501(c)3 organization set up to represent 
the members of Altamaha EMC and 
the funds collected through Operation 
Round Up for charitable purposes. The 
mission of the Foundation is to distribute 
money collected from Altamaha EMC 
members through Operation Round Up 
to worthwhile, charitable and educational 
purposes that will improve lives and 
respond to immediate needs within the 
counties where the cooperative provides 
electric service.

Are contributions tax-deductible?
Yes. Each January bill will have a sum-

mary of donations for tax purposes. 

How do I opt out of Operation 
Round Up?

You can opt out of the program by call-
ing our office at 912-526-8181 and speak-
ing to a customer service representative.  
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Spring is a good time for a house safety check
Fundamentals

Inventory the inside

Sprinkler systems can save lives
ost fire departments urge homeowners to install
sprinkler systems in new homes, or when they

remodel their existing homes. Fire spreads so quickly
that you could have as little as two minutes to escape
before it’s too late. A fire sprinkler system can buy you
a few more minutes.

When it senses a fire, the sprinkler system auto-
matically sprays water on the flames. Only the sprin-
kler closest to the fire will spray.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates
that 90 percent of deaths in residential fires can be pre-
vented by sprinklers. If you’re buying a new home,

choose one that has a sprinkler system. 
If you’re remodeling your home,
add a system. 

The sprinkler system
is installed behind your
walls, similar to
plumbing, and is
connected to your
home’s water sup-
ply. A plumber
should do the
installation.

hen the last traces of winter
fade away, many homeowners

can’t wait to begin tinkering around
the house. Georgia’s electric cooper-
atives urge all ambitious home
improvers to heed these guidelines:

• One of the first places to look for trouble is the roof. Watch for loose or
missing shingles and leaks around flashings. Don’t begin repair work
unless you’re confident of your do-it-yourself abilities. Think about call-
ing a professional.

• Be sure to inspect your gutters before April showers begin. If they are
clogged, rainwater will overflow onto the siding of your house and
could cause moisture problems. Downspouts should carry rainwater
safely away from the foundation of the house. If they pour water out
on the ground, it could seep into the basement.

• If your exterior paint job appears healthy, but it’s just a little dirty, don’t
apply a fresh coat. If all your home needs is a cleaning, wash it.

• A special reminder to parents: Never leave a container of liquid unat-
tended near a small child. This includes wading pools, scrub buckets,
toilets and bathtubs. The curious youngster can lean over to play in the
water or drop something in a bucket and fall in head first.

• Be sure patios, porches and driveways are free from cracks 
and holes. 

• Check for damage as you take down storm windows and put up screen
doors and windows.

• Trim broken tree limbs and prune shrubs. Remove dry leaves and
debris from under porches, wooden stairs and window wells. Pick up
all junk, cans and other litter.

• Clean off stairways and steps.
Check treads, risers and carpeting
and replace worn coverings.

• Inspect your air-conditioning sys-
tem and have repairs made now,
before summer begins. Give the
fireplace a thorough cleaning and
close the damper. Consider calling
a chimney sweep.

Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ate winter and early spring are 
great times to think about making 
changes to your home’s landscape. 

While the goal of most lawn and 
garden projects is to beautify your 
outdoor space, a well-designed proj-
ect can also reduce your energy bill, 
increase the overall value of your 
home and provide additional bene-
fits, such as reduced noise pollution, 
optimized water use and cleaner air 
around your home. 

The two best strategies for im-
proving the energy efficiency of your 
home with landscaping are to incor-
porate shading in the summer and 
wind-blocking in the winter. 

Summer shading
According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy, shading your home 
is the most cost-effective way to  
reduce heat gain from the sun and 
reduce your air-conditioning costs 
in the summer. Having more plants 
and trees in your yard can reduce the  
air temperature by up to 6 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Planting deciduous trees on the 
south, southwest and west sides of 
your home can cut heating during 
hot summer months while allowing 
sunlight through during the fall and 
winter, when the trees have lost their 

L leaves. When planting trees, consider 
the expected shape and height of 
the mature trees and where they will 
shade your home. A tree with a high 
mature height planted on the south 
side of a home, for example, will pro-
vide all-day roof shading in the sum-
mer, while a lower tree on the west 
side of your home can protect it from 
the sun. 

Plant trees an appropriate dis-
tance from your home so they do not 
disrupt your foundation or your roof 
as they grow. While it will be five to 
10 years before a newly planted tree 
will begin providing shade to your 
roof, it can start shading windows 

immediately. Incorporate 
other plants to provide 
near-term shade. Shrubs, 
bushes and vines can 
quickly shade windows 
and walls. 

Also consider any 
paved areas around your 
home and how you can 
shade them during the 
summer. Think about 
walking across your drive-
way barefoot on a hot July 
afternoon; if your driveway 
or patio is unshaded, it is 
probably quite difficult. 
That absorbed heat is also 
reflecting onto your home, 

causing your air conditioner to work 
even harder. You can use trees, hedg-
es and other landscaping structures, 
such as arbors, to shade these paved 
areas.

Wind-blocking techniques
If your home is in an open area 

without many structures around it, 
cold winter winds may be increasing 
your heating bills. A windbreak on 
your property can help deflect these 
winds over your home. The most 
common type of windbreak uses a 
combination of conifer (evergreen) 
trees and shrubs to block wind from 
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the ground to the top of your home. 
For the best windbreak effect, plant 
these features on the north and 
northwest sides of your home at a 
distance of between two and five 
times the height of the mature trees. 
Incorporating a wall or fence can fur-
ther assist with the wind-break.

Another insulating technique is 
to plant shrubs and bushes closer to 
your home, but at least one foot away. 
The space between these plants and 
your home helps insulate your home 
during winter and summer months. 

Before making any final design 
decisions about your yard, if you live 
near power lines, talk with your elec-
tric co-op about how far from these 
lines trees should be planted.
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How Landscaping Can Help You     Save Energy
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Sprinkler systems can save lives
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ate winter and early spring are 
great times to think about making 
changes to your home’s landscape. 

While the goal of most lawn and 
garden projects is to beautify your 
outdoor space, a well-designed proj-
ect can also reduce your energy bill, 
increase the overall value of your 
home and provide additional bene-
fits, such as reduced noise pollution, 
optimized water use and cleaner air 
around your home. 

The two best strategies for im-
proving the energy efficiency of your 
home with landscaping are to incor-
porate shading in the summer and 
wind-blocking in the winter. 

Summer shading
According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy, shading your home 
is the most cost-effective way to  
reduce heat gain from the sun and 
reduce your air-conditioning costs 
in the summer. Having more plants 
and trees in your yard can reduce the  
air temperature by up to 6 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Planting deciduous trees on the 
south, southwest and west sides of 
your home can cut heating during 
hot summer months while allowing 
sunlight through during the fall and 
winter, when the trees have lost their 

L
leaves. When planting trees, consider 
the expected shape and height of 
the mature trees and where they will 
shade your home. A tree with a high 
mature height planted on the south 
side of a home, for example, will pro-
vide all-day roof shading in the sum-
mer, while a lower tree on the west 
side of your home can protect it from 
the sun. 

Plant trees an appropriate dis-
tance from your home so they do not 
disrupt your foundation or your roof 
as they grow. While it will be five to 
10 years before a newly planted tree 
will begin providing shade to your 
roof, it can start shading windows 

immediately. Incorporate 
other plants to provide 
near-term shade. Shrubs, 
bushes and vines can 
quickly shade windows 
and walls. 

Also consider any 
paved areas around your 
home and how you can 
shade them during the 
summer. Think about 
walking across your drive-
way barefoot on a hot July 
afternoon; if your driveway 
or patio is unshaded, it is 
probably quite difficult. 
That absorbed heat is also 
reflecting onto your home, 

causing your air conditioner to work 
even harder. You can use trees, hedg-
es and other landscaping structures, 
such as arbors, to shade these paved 
areas.

Wind-blocking techniques
If your home is in an open area 

without many structures around it, 
cold winter winds may be increasing 
your heating bills. A windbreak on 
your property can help deflect these 
winds over your home. The most 
common type of windbreak uses a 
combination of conifer (evergreen) 
trees and shrubs to block wind from 
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How landscaping can help you save energy
BY PAT KEEGAN AND AMY WHEELESS

the ground to the top of your home. 
For the best windbreak effect, plant 
these features on the north and 
northwest sides of your home at a 
distance of between two and five 
times the height of the mature trees. 
Incorporating a wall or fence can fur-
ther assist with the wind-break.

Another insulating technique is 
to plant shrubs and bushes closer to 
your home, but at least one foot away. 
The space between these plants and 
your home helps insulate your home 
during winter and summer months. 

Before making any final design 
decisions about your yard, if you live 
near power lines, talk with your elec-
tric co-op about how far from these 
lines trees should be planted.

This column was co-written by 
Pat Keegan and Amy Wheeless of 
Collaborative Efficiency. For more 
ideas on energy-efficient landscap-
ing, please visit www.collaborative 
efficiency.com/energytips.

An arbor or trellis over a door or window can 
provide both an interesting focal point and 
summer shade.

Deciduous trees on the south and west sides of your 
home can deflect hot summer sun.
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An arbor or trellis over a door 
or window can provide both 
an interesting focal point and 
summer shade.

Deciduous trees on the south and west sides 
of your home can deflect hot summer sun.



Chicken and
Wild Rice Soup
Ingredients
1 tablespoon chicken base
4-6 boneless/skinless chicken breasts
2 boxes Uncle Ben’s Original Long Grain
    & Wild Rice
1 package sliced mushrooms
3-4 stalks celery (chopped)
1 medium onion (chopped)

Directions
Add chicken base to a pot of boiling water.  
Add boneless/skinless chicken breasts and boil 
until done.  Remove chicken from the water.  
Add 2 boxes Uncle Ben’s Original Long Grain 
and Wild Rice (the rice and the seasoning 
pack).  In a frying pan sauté mushrooms, 
celery and onion in a stick of real butter. Cook 
until vegetables are done. Pour this into the 
broth/rice.  Tear the chicken into small pieces 
and put back in the soup mixture. Allow to 
cook until the rice is done. If you need to you 
can add more water.  When you’re close to 
ready to serve add a pint of heavy cream and 
stir well. Allow to heat thoroughly. Add salt, 
pepper, garlic salt to taste. If it thickens up too 
much, mix chicken base in water and add to 
the soup mixture.

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted by our 
members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would  like to share 
it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC service area, send a 
copy, complete with name, address and daytime phone number 
to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 
30436. Each month, a recipe will be selected for publication.  
The member who submitted the featured recipe will be given 
a $10 credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to lim-
ited space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes 
printed in Plugged In are not independently tested; therefore, 
we must depend on the accuracy of those members who send 
recipes to us.

George McLendon Promoted
to Assistant Manager
At Altamaha EMC’s November Board of Directors 

meeting, George McLendon was appointed to 
the position of Assistant Manager.  

George is a 29 year employee of Altamaha EMC and 
has spent the past several years as District Manager 
for the Treutlen/Laurens area.  Before coming to work 
for Altamaha EMC, he worked with Eastern Utilities 
for 2 years.  George began his career with Altamaha 
EMC as an apprentice lineman.  Over the years, he 
has served as a groundsman, journeyman lineman, 
serviceman, District Operations Supervisor and 
District Manager.

Altamaha EMC CEO/General Manager Romanous 
Dotson states, “As Assistant Manager, George will 
play a role in the daily operations of the cooperative 
while continuing to learn all aspects of the 
cooperative’s entire operation.  He will have an active role in planning objectives and policies which 
will be needed as the cooperative continues to grow.  I look forward to working closely with George as 
we continue to serve the members of Altamaha EMC.”

When talking about his new position, George said, “I will strive to continue the same service that our 
members have experienced for the past 80 years.  I have been blessed to be surrounded by a great 
group of employees who work day and night to provide reliable service at the most economical price 
possible.”

George and his wife, Laura, live in Soperton.  They have two daughters, Mallory (Matt) Taylor and 
Madison McLendon.

Altamaha EMC Revises Retail Rates
he board of directors, management and 
staff at Altamaha EMC make every effort

to provide our members with reliable electricity 
at the most affordable price possible.  Many 
factors come into play when calculating the 
cost of the electricity you use every day.  
Despite our best efforts, the costs 
associated with generating and 
distributing electricity continue 
to increase.

Altamaha EMC obtains 
the electric energy we provide 
to you from several sources.  
Some power is provided from 
several different generating 
plants that we jointly own with 
other utilities in the state.  In 
recent years, the increase in 
electrical demand in Georgia 
has required the construction of 
new and additional generating 
plants.  Regulatory issues have 
required the installation of pollution 
control equipment on existing fossil fuel plants.  

Altamaha EMC’s direct distribution costs 
have increased over the past five years.  We 
are paying more for copper, aluminum, line 
transformers and other materials that are a 
significant factor in the cost of distributing 
electricity.  

We recently conducted an in-depth rate 
study to determine where our rate structure 
needs to be to continue providing reliable and 
affordable electricity in the future.  When you 
combine all the factors mentioned above, these 
increases in costs will not allow us to continue 
billing you under the current rate structure.  
Effective May 1, 2017, Altamaha EMC retail 
rates will change.  Please see the chart below 
for an approximation of how your monthly bill 
will be affected.

Even with the rate adjustment, the good 
news is that most members will not see a 
big difference in their monthly electric bill.  
The increased costs discussed above have been 
indirectly reflected in your bill for the past 

several years.  These costs are now simply 
being appropriately reallocated to the cost per 
kilowatt-hour.

One additional change is our current 
residential rate will now be split into two 
groups – a residential rate and a general 

use rate.  The residential rate 
will include residences with 
consistent monthly usage above 
250 kwh per month.  The new 
general use rate will consist 
of accounts such as non-
commercial storage buildings, 
wells, shelters, hunting clubs, 
club houses, golf cart houses, 
etc. that have a monthly usage 
below 250 kwh per month.  The 
monthly facilities charge for 
a residential rate account will 
increase from $17.50 to $20.00.  
The general use rate monthly 
facilities charge will increase 

from $17.50 to $21.50.
While no one likes a rate increase, we will 

continue to work on improving efficiency and 
controlling costs to offset as much of these 
factors as possible.  As always, Altamaha EMC’s 
mission is to provide the best possible service at 
the most economical price.  

Additional Adjustments Effective 
May 1, 2017

The monthly residential facilities charge will 
be $20.00.  The monthly general use facilities 
charge will be $21.50.

Georgia law makes it mandatory to change lanes or 
reduce speed when approaching utility linemen at an 
active work site, as indicated by traffic cones or flashing 
yellow, amber, white or red lights. Any motorist who does 
not change lanes or slow down to avoid utility workers is 
subject to fines of up to $250 per incident.
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