
ltamaha EMC’s innovative new prepay pro-

gram for residential accounts allows you to 

take charge of your electric bills by paying for 

your electricity before you use it. This gives you 

more flexibility and control over the use of elec-

tricity. Some advantages of Pay•Your•Way are: 
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Take Charge with Pay•Your•Way

•  No more surprises when you get 
your electric bill each month.

•  Notifications allow you to better 
monitor your energy use and bud-
get for electricity costs.

•  Timely notices enable you to know 
immediately if your energy use 
increases significantly so you can 
take corrective action to resolve 
problems that will increase your 
bill.

•  You control the payment sched-
ule—pay monthly, weekly or  
more often.

•  If you have an existing account 
with us, we will credit your 
deposit from that account to your 
Pay•Your•Way account.

•  Additional deposits, late fees or 

reconnect fees are not applicable 
to Pay•Your•Way accounts.

•  If your Pay•Your•Way account 
is disconnected, you will be recon-
nected automatically when a pay-
ment is made and applied to the 
account that raises the credit bal-
ance above $50.

•  Payments can be made at all three 
Altamaha EMC offices during 
normal business hours, by tele-
phone, or on our website at  
www.altamahaemc.com.

•  Payment methods include cash, 
check, money order, e-check, 
debit or credit card.

•  Pay•Your•Way includes a debt 
management feature that provides 

a way to spread a pre-existing 
delinquent balance due over an 
extended period of time.

•  Automatic alerts and notifications 
can be sent via text or email.

  
For more information on 
Pay•Your•Way, contact us today 
by calling 912-526-8181.
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he holidays are nearly upon us, 
which means many of us will 
be spending a lot of time in the 

kitchen. Whether you are consider-
ing replacing an appliance or simply 
looking for small ways to be more ef-
ficient, here are some tips to help you 
save energy—and money.

The refrigerator sits in the kitchen, 
quietly humming away to keep your 
food cold. Most people don’t think 
about it that often, as long as it’s 
working. A refrigerator typically 
runs for several years without any 
problems, but that doesn’t mean 
it’s performing at optimal capacity. 
Older refrigerators use more energy. 
Upgrading this appliance can bring a 
major return on your investment. 

According to ENERGY STAR, if 
your refrigerator is from the 1980s, 
replacing it with a new model could 
cut your electric bill by $100 a year. 
If you bought your refrigerator in the 
1970s, the savings could be as much 
as $200 a year. 
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Saving Energy in the Kitchen
Cooking can expend a lot of 
energy, but there are ways to 
reduce energy use. Placing 
the lid on a pot of boiling 
water will trap heat and cause 
the water to boil faster. There 
is no need to preheat the oven 
when cooking a large piece 
of meat, like turkey or ham. 
You do need to preheat when 
baking smaller dishes. 

If you are planning on using 
the oven for a long period—
for instance, cooking one of those large 
pieces of meat—you might be able to 
turn down your home’s thermostat dur-
ing the colder months. The heat from 
the oven can raise the temperature in 
the kitchen and surrounding rooms. 
This is especially true if you are host-
ing a large group. Once your home 
begins to fill with people, the tempera-
ture will quickly rise.

Even after the meal, there are still 
ways to save energy. Make sure your 
dishwasher is full and on the right 

setting before starting it. Many newer 
dishwashers have sensors that detect 
how clean your dishes are. When these 
auto cycles are used, they will clean 
dishes without wasting energy or water. 
The sanitize setting should be used 
sparingly because it is energy-intensive. 
It is also a good idea to make sure the 
filter at the bottom of the washtub is 
cleaned. This will help the dishwasher 
work at its optimal level. 

One of the cheapest and easiest ways to 
save energy in the kitchen is to replace 
existing lights with LEDs. They not 
only use less energy but also burn out 
less frequently. Plus, their costs have 
dropped in recent years, making them 
far more affordable. (Note: If you have 
linear fluorescent lamps, converting to 
LEDs may be too expensive to justify.)

By following these steps to practice ef-
ficiency in the kitchen, you could even 
save enough money to treat the family 
to dinner out a couple of times a year. 

Brian Sloboda is a senior program 
manager specializing in energy ef-
ficiency for the Cooperative Research 
Network, a service of the Arlington, Va.-
based National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association.

BY BRIAN SLOBODA

Washing machine hose failures can be 
costly. Hose failures cause about $150 
million in damages to homes in the 
United States and Canada each year, 
according to State Farm insurance. 

Take the time to inspect your washing 
machine hoses frequently, and replace 
them if necessary. Washing machine 
hoses are sold at most home and hard-
ware stores. A new set costs only $20 
or so, and it can save you a lot more if 
the investment prevents a flood in your 
laundry room.

Some tips:
•  When replacing 

hoses, straighten 
them out so they’re 
free of kinks and 
tight bends.

•  Leave at least four 
inches between the 
water connection and the back of the 
washing machine. This will reduce the 
chance that the hose will kink. 

•  Check hose connections to make sure 
they’re secure, including the drain hose. 

•  Never leave the washing machine run-
ning while you’re asleep or out of the 
house. 

•  Shut off hoses when you’re not using 
them or if you’re going to be away for 
several days.

Check Your Washing 
Machine Hoses



rom time to time, you may receive a notice from Altamaha EMC 

informing you of a “planned outage.” You may have wondered, 

“What is a planned outage?” and “Why does my electric utility need 

to perform one?” Occasionally, the equipment we use to bring power 

to your home needs to be replaced, repaired or updated. When this 

happens, as a way to keep our crews and you safe, we plan an inter-

ruption to electric service. 

Courtesy of Georgia Grown 
2 to 3 sweet potatoes, peeled, diced 
(about 4 to 5 cups)
1/3 cup dried cranberries
1/3 cup raisins
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 cup plus more apple cider
1/4 cup vinegar
3/4 cup canola oil
1/2 cup scallions, chopped
Salt and pepper, to taste

If possible start prepping the recipe 
the day before serving. Cook sweet 
potatoes in salted water until tender 
yet firm, about 10 minutes. Drain 
potatoes and chill overnight or at 
least 1 hour.

Combine cranberries, raisins cinna-
mon and apple cider in a small sauce-
pan. Simmer 2 to 3 minutes to soften 
fruit. Allow to cool, then drain, 
reserving liquid. Add more cider to 
reserved liquid to make 1/2 cup.

In a small bowl, make dressing by 
whisking together reserved cider, 
vinegar and canola oil. Combine 
chilled sweet potatoes, scallions and 
reserved fruit in a bowl. Pour dress-
ing over top; mix gently to combine. 
Adjust seasoning and serve cold. 
Serves 6.

Visit Georgia Grown’s 
website, www.georgia 
grown.com, for more 
great recipes from farms and produc-
ers across our state.

Sweet 
Potato Salad 
With Cider 
Vinaigrette
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What Is a Planned Outage?

F
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We do our best to plan these out-
ages when you will be least inconve-
nienced, so we often schedule them 
during school and business hours, if 
possible.

While they may sound slightly incon-
venient, planned outages actually 
benefit you, our members. Regular 
system upgrades are necessary for 
optimal performance, and they 
increase reliability. Repairing and 
upgrading our equipment is also criti-
cal to maintaining public safety. If 
older lines need to be replaced, we 
plan for it, repair or replace it, and 
that keeps everyone safe.

Planned outages also allow us to keep 
you informed of when and how long 

you will be without power. We can 
notify you several days in advance, 
so you can be prepared. 

Here at Altamaha EMC, we want 
to make sure we do everything we 
can to keep you safe and to keep 
our system running smoothly. So, 
the next time you hear about a 
planned outage, know it is one of 
the best ways we can provide you 
with quality electric service.

Reduce energy for water heating. 
Take simple steps like lowering your 
heater’s temperature and installing 
low-flow showerheads to reduce 
your water heating bills. 
                      —Source: energy.gov
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GATE Certification Expires  
December 31—Time to Renew

Effective Jan. 1, 2016, all your Altamaha 
EMC accounts that are currently tax 
exempt will be taxed unless you provide 
us a copy of your 2016 GATE card. 

We must have this card on file before 
Dec. 31, 2015, in order for your accounts 

to be tax exempt on Jan. 1, 2016. You 
can apply for the tax exemption certifi-
cate on the Department of Agriculture 
website at www.agr.georgia.gov. If you 
have questions about your certification, 
please contact the Department of Agri-
culture at 1-855-327-6829. 

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal signed House Bill 386 into law in 2012. 

Under this law, all agricultural producers must apply ANNUALLY 

to the Department of Agriculture in order to remain tax exempt. Cur-

rent GATE certifications expire Dec. 31, 2015.

Thanksgiving Closing Notice Reminder—Scholarship
Deadline Approaching

January 29, 2016, is the 
deadline to submit appli-
cations for the $1,000 
Walter Harrison Scholar-
ship. For more informa-
tion, visit our website at 
www.altamahaemc.com 
or call Tammye Vaughn 
at 912-526-2120.

Altamaha EMC offices will be closed Thursday 
and Friday, Nov. 26 and 27, for the Thanksgiving 
holidays. In the event of a power outage or other 
related problems, standby personnel will be on 
duty. You can report power outages by calling us 
at 912-526-8181, or toll-free at 800-822-4563.

Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family!




