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EPA’s Clean Power Plan Will
Negatively Impact Electric Co-ops

On August 3, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) finalized its rules regulating 
greenhouse gas emissions from power plants, 

dubbed the “Clean Power Plan.”
The rules of the Clean Power Plan are designed to 

reduce carbon dioxide emissions from power plants by 
32 percent below levels recorded in 2005. But given 
its complexity and far-reaching nature, it might as 
well be called the “National Energy Policy Regulation 
of 2015” because it 
will have significant 
consequences for how 
we generate, distribute 
and use electricity in 
this country for de-
cades to come.
Over the past two 

years, electric co-ops 
across the country 
have been working 
hard to ask the EPA to 
go back to the drawing board and develop a plan that 
is more achievable and affordable. Together, electric 
cooperative advocates submitted more than 1.2 million 
comments to the EPA over these rules. That’s nearly 
30 percent of all the comments EPA received from all 
interested groups. And Altamaha EMC members sub-
mitted 2, 288 comments asking the EPA to take a step 
back. Unfortunately, despite that effort the EPA “put the 
pedal to the metal” and finalized the rules.

We asked co-op members to submit comments 
because the EPA’s rule will raise the price of electric-
ity and potentially endanger the reliable power that we 
work hard to provide every day. 

Despite claims from the EPA, this rule will undoubt-
edly increase monthly electric bills. It’s not yet clear 
by how much, but the previous proposal had a national 

average increase of 10 percent in 2025, with some states 
seeing higher increases and other states seeing lower 
increases. (And that’s 10 percent over any inflation-
adjusted, otherwise normal projections.)

Part of the cost increases will come from premature-
ly shutting down power plants that are in good working 
condition. Like any business, co-ops plan a specific 
life-span for these assets and spread out the costs over 
those decades to keep electricity affordable for mem-

bers. If we’re forced to 
shut down those plants 
early, then we not only 
lose that source of 
affordable power, but 
will have to purchase 
replacement power from 
the marketplace with 
less price-point predict-
ability. And you – our 
members – will end up 
paying twice. That’s just 

not fair, especially since the Clean Air Act says the EPA 
is supposed to consider the “remaining useful life” of a 
power plant when setting standards.

The possibility of closing power plants also raises 
concerns about reliability. Plants are connected points 
on which electric grid operators rely for power. Without 
these assets, it will increase stress on the grid – espe-
cially during extreme weather events.

The EPA expects co-ops and other utilities to make 
up the lost power with additional renewable resources, 
natural gas and energy efficiency. Each of these options 
is a good component of an overall energy mix, and 
co-ops across the country have been developing new 
technologies to harness them. But each also has its 
disadvantages.
                               |   Continued on Page 3

You probably don’t pay much attention to the 
utility poles found throughout Altamaha 
EMC’s service territory, but did you know 

these tall structures are the backbone of our distribu-
tion network?

Strong, sturdy utility poles 
ensure a reliable electric system, 
which is why we routinely inspect 
the thousands of poles found on 
our lines. Throughout the year, our 
crews check poles for decay caused 
by exposure to the elements. They 
know which poles are oldest and 
conduct inspections through a 
rotational process. Typically, a stan-
dard wooden distribution pole is 
expected to last more than 50 years. 

Occasionally, poles need to be 
replaced for other reasons be-
sides decay and old age. Weather 
disasters, power line relocation and 
car crashes are potential causes for 
immediate replacement. 

When a pole needs to be re-
placed, crews will start the process 
by digging a hole, typically next to 
the pole being replaced. The depth 
of the hole must be 15 percent of 
the new pole’s height. Next, the 
new pole must be fitted with bolts, 
cross arms, insulators, ground 
wires and arm braces – all of the 
necessary parts for delivering safe 
and reliable electricity. Then, crews 
safely detach the power lines from 
the old pole. The new pole is then 
raised and guided carefully into 
position, and the lines are attached, 
leaving the new pole to do its job. 

So, the next time you come across an Altamaha 
EMC crew replacing a pole, use caution and know 
that this process ensures a more reliable electric 
system for you, our members.

Why We Replace Utility Poles

Scholarship Applications Now Available
Altamaha EMC is currently accepting applications for the Walter 
Harrison Scholarship, a program sponsored by Georgia’s electric 
cooperatives.
The $1,000 scholarship can be applied to academic expenses at any accredited two- 
or four-year university, college or vocational-technical institute in Georgia.  Factors 
for consideration include grade point average, SAT scores, academic standing, 
scholastic honors, and financial need.  A scholarship committee comprised of EMC 
directors and managers selects students who exceed in these areas and who struggle 
with college expenses.  Ten scholarships will be awarded statewide in early spring 
of 2016. Students who apply for the scholarship must be accepted or enrolled in an 

accredited undergraduate degree program. They also must complete an application and write a biographical sketch 
which provides a preview of his or her future plans.  Created in 1985 by the board of directors of Georgia EMC, 
the Scholarship pays tribute to the late Walter Harrison, a pioneer in the rural electricity movement and a leader at 
local, state and national levels in the electric cooperative program.  Since 1985, Georgia’s electric cooperatives have 
awarded more than $162,000 to students via the Walter Harrison Scholarship program. Applications are available for 
download on our website.  You can also request an application by contacting Tammye Vaughn at 912-526-2120 or via 
email at tammye.vaughn@altamahaemc.com.  Completed applications are due by January 29, 2016.



When it comes to your home’s HVAC system, are 
you suffering from the Goldilocks Syndrome? Per-
haps your system is too big or too small – or may-
be it’s just right. The Department of Energy study 
shows that most HVAC systems don’t run as effi-
ciently as they could because they are not installed 
correctly or they are the 
wrong size. This translates 
to not having the comfort 
level you are seeking and 
over-paying on your utility 
bills – all the more reason 
to determine the right size 
system for your home. 

Is your unit too big?
Why is an oversized 

system problematic for the 
average homeowner? Heat-
ing and cooling account for 
more than half of the energy 
use in a typical U.S. home. 
So, if your HVAC unit is 
too big, it means that it may 
be “short cycling,” or con-
stantly turning off and on. 
When the unit runs in short 
bursts, it will not run long 
enough to eliminate all of 
the humidity in your home. 
If you are in a warmer cli-
mate and rely on the air conditioning mode, it could 
mean a short-cycling system leaves more moisture 
in the air, making your home feel sticky and warm; 
this can also lead to growth of mold and mildew. 
Heating and cooling in short bursts results in uneven 
temperatures and hot or cold spots in your home. 

Lastly, the unit’s parts wear down prematurely. 

Or is it too small?
On the other hand, if your HVAC equipment is 

too small, you have a different problem – the unit 
is constantly running in order to try to keep up with 

demand. This also means that your space is never 
heated or cooled adequately, and you have unneces-
sarily high energy bills.

To make sure your HVAC unit is the correct size 
for your home, consult with a knowledgeable and li-
censed HVAC professional. 

Coach’s
Grits & Sausage
Casserole
Ingredients

1 lb. pork sausage (you can use venison if you prefer)
1 cup grits (not instant)
3/4 cup margarine or butter
1/4 cup milk
2 eggs
Large bag shredded mild cheddar cheese
Salt & Pepper

Directions
Brown sausage and drain on paper towels. In a 
large pot, cook grits in 4 cups water. Add margarine 
and milk to cooked grits. Beat 2 eggs in mixing 
bowl. Combine sausage, grits and half of cheese. 
Mix well and add salt and pepper to taste. Pour all 
ingredients into a 9” x 13” baking pan. Top with 
remaining cheese. Bake uncovered at 350 degrees 
for 55 minutes.

– From the kitchen of Shirley Anderson

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted by our 
members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would  like to share 
it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC service area, send a 
copy, complete with name, address and daytime phone number 
to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 
30436. Each month, a recipe will be selected for publication.  
The member who submitted the featured recipe will be given 
a $10 credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to limited 
space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes printed 
in Plugged In are not independently tested; therefore, we must 
depend on the accuracy of those members who send recipes 
to us.

THERE IS A COOPERATIVE DIFFERENCE
While all electric utilities offer the same product,

where it comes from makes a difference

By Romanous Dotson

In the U.S., the vast majority of people receive 
their electricity from one of three types of utilities; 
investor-owned, municipal-owned or through their 

electric cooperative, which is owned and controlled 
by the people who use it. Let’s take a closer look at 
these three types of ownership models and see why it 
matters to you.

In the investor-owned model, the corporation 
is owned by a great number of 
stockholders who may or may not 
be real customers of the utility. 
Investor-owned utilities tend to be 
very large corporations.  Georgia 
Power is the investor-owned utility 
in this part of Georgia.  They serve 
large cities, suburban areas and 
some rural areas, too.

In most cases, investor-
owned utilities (IOUs) have few 
employees in the communities 
where they operate. This, 
combined with the fact that they 
have outside investors whose sole motive is to make 
a profit on their investment, generally tends to lead 
to less personalized service. About 72 percent of 
the U.S. population is served by investor-owned 
utilities.

Municipal electric systems, as the name implies, 
are government owned. They can serve large cities, 
like Los Angeles or Atlanta, but also serve smaller 
areas.  In municipal systems, the city runs the utility 
with little to no meaningful oversight from the 
citizens. About 16 percent of the market is served by 
municipal utilities.

Rural electric cooperatives serve the smallest 

number of consumers, about 12 percent of the 
market, which equals 42 million people. There are 
more than 800 electric co-ops in 47 states. While 
co-ops serve the fewest number of people, our 
electric lines cover more than 75 percent of the 
U.S. landmass. This is because we provide power 
where others once refused to go because of the low 
population density. Electric co-ops rank highest 

in member satisfaction among the three types of 
utilities. We believe this is because we serve member-
owners, not customers.

As the electric utility business continues to evolve, 
we are committed to being there for you, our member, 
to provide for your electric energy needs. Unlike 
large investor-owned utilities, we are rooted right 
here in our communities.  Over the years, we have 
answered the call to provide additional benefits and 
services because it is extremely important to us that 
our communities thrive and prosper.  

There is a cooperative difference. You own us, and 
we are here to serve you!

 

Co-ops make it a priority to balance all of our 
energy sources, along with helping consumers save 
money by conserving energy where possible. But the 
final rule will put us into a rush to transition to more 
renewable resources and natural gas without consid-
eration for the time needed to build the new infra-
structure (like natural gas pipelines and more electric 
transmission lines) needed to make those resources 
more realistic for co-op members in Georgia.

The EPA is in uncharted waters with this incred-
ibly complex scheme, and it’s difficult to predict how 
the timeline will play out. Each state covered by the 

rules will have a couple of years to submit a plan to 
the EPA demonstrating how the state will comply 
with the EPA mandate.  Georgia’s plan will have a big 
impact on what electric co-ops, along with the other 
utilities in our state, will have to do and how much it 
will cost.

But rest assured: While that work is going on, 
we will continue to stand up for our members. We’re 
fighting for you and have joined with co-ops from 
across the country in seeking legislative and legal 
remedies to protect your interests.

Mark Your Calendars
Altamaha EMC Annual Meeting of the Members
Wednesday, November 4, 2015 • 2:30 PM
Southeastern Technical College • Vidalia, GA 

Your complimentary copy of Georgia Magazine will arrive 
in your mailbox during the last week of October.  This 
magazine will have a special cover wrap giving you all the 
details of the annual meeting.  Be sure you remove the 
registration card and door prize ticket from the front cover 
and bring it with you to the annual meeting.  

We look forward to seeing you there!

EPA’s Clean Power Plan    |   Continued from Page 1
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EPA’s Clean Power Plan Will
Negatively Impact Electric Co-ops

On August 3, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) finalized its rules regulating 
greenhouse gas emissions from power plants, 

dubbed the “Clean Power Plan.”
The rules of the Clean Power Plan are designed to 

reduce carbon dioxide emissions from power plants by 
32 percent below levels recorded in 2005. But given 
its complexity and far-reaching nature, it might as 
well be called the “National Energy Policy Regulation 
of 2015” because it 
will have significant 
consequences for how 
we generate, distribute 
and use electricity in 
this country for de-
cades to come.
Over the past two 

years, electric co-ops 
across the country 
have been working 
hard to ask the EPA to 
go back to the drawing board and develop a plan that 
is more achievable and affordable. Together, electric 
cooperative advocates submitted more than 1.2 million 
comments to the EPA over these rules. That’s nearly 
30 percent of all the comments EPA received from all 
interested groups. And Altamaha EMC members sub-
mitted 2, 288 comments asking the EPA to take a step 
back. Unfortunately, despite that effort the EPA “put the 
pedal to the metal” and finalized the rules.

We asked co-op members to submit comments 
because the EPA’s rule will raise the price of electric-
ity and potentially endanger the reliable power that we 
work hard to provide every day. 

Despite claims from the EPA, this rule will undoubt-
edly increase monthly electric bills. It’s not yet clear 
by how much, but the previous proposal had a national 

average increase of 10 percent in 2025, with some states 
seeing higher increases and other states seeing lower 
increases. (And that’s 10 percent over any inflation-
adjusted, otherwise normal projections.)

Part of the cost increases will come from premature-
ly shutting down power plants that are in good working 
condition. Like any business, co-ops plan a specific 
life-span for these assets and spread out the costs over 
those decades to keep electricity affordable for mem-

bers. If we’re forced to 
shut down those plants 
early, then we not only 
lose that source of 
affordable power, but 
will have to purchase 
replacement power from 
the marketplace with 
less price-point predict-
ability. And you – our 
members – will end up 
paying twice. That’s just 

not fair, especially since the Clean Air Act says the EPA 
is supposed to consider the “remaining useful life” of a 
power plant when setting standards.

The possibility of closing power plants also raises 
concerns about reliability. Plants are connected points 
on which electric grid operators rely for power. Without 
these assets, it will increase stress on the grid – espe-
cially during extreme weather events.

The EPA expects co-ops and other utilities to make 
up the lost power with additional renewable resources, 
natural gas and energy efficiency. Each of these options 
is a good component of an overall energy mix, and 
co-ops across the country have been developing new 
technologies to harness them. But each also has its 
disadvantages.
                               |   Continued on Page 3

You probably don’t pay much attention to the 
utility poles found throughout Altamaha 
EMC’s service territory, but did you know 

these tall structures are the backbone of our distribu-
tion network?

Strong, sturdy utility poles 
ensure a reliable electric system, 
which is why we routinely inspect 
the thousands of poles found on 
our lines. Throughout the year, our 
crews check poles for decay caused 
by exposure to the elements. They 
know which poles are oldest and 
conduct inspections through a 
rotational process. Typically, a stan-
dard wooden distribution pole is 
expected to last more than 50 years. 

Occasionally, poles need to be 
replaced for other reasons be-
sides decay and old age. Weather 
disasters, power line relocation and 
car crashes are potential causes for 
immediate replacement. 

When a pole needs to be re-
placed, crews will start the process 
by digging a hole, typically next to 
the pole being replaced. The depth 
of the hole must be 15 percent of 
the new pole’s height. Next, the 
new pole must be fitted with bolts, 
cross arms, insulators, ground 
wires and arm braces – all of the 
necessary parts for delivering safe 
and reliable electricity. Then, crews 
safely detach the power lines from 
the old pole. The new pole is then 
raised and guided carefully into 
position, and the lines are attached, 
leaving the new pole to do its job. 

So, the next time you come across an Altamaha 
EMC crew replacing a pole, use caution and know 
that this process ensures a more reliable electric 
system for you, our members.

Why We Replace Utility Poles

Scholarship Applications Now Available
Altamaha EMC is currently accepting applications for the Walter 
Harrison Scholarship, a program sponsored by Georgia’s electric 
cooperatives.
The $1,000 scholarship can be applied to academic expenses at any accredited two- 
or four-year university, college or vocational-technical institute in Georgia.  Factors 
for consideration include grade point average, SAT scores, academic standing, 
scholastic honors, and financial need.  A scholarship committee comprised of EMC 
directors and managers selects students who exceed in these areas and who struggle 
with college expenses.  Ten scholarships will be awarded statewide in early spring 
of 2016. Students who apply for the scholarship must be accepted or enrolled in an 

accredited undergraduate degree program. They also must complete an application and write a biographical sketch 
which provides a preview of his or her future plans.  Created in 1985 by the board of directors of Georgia EMC, 
the Scholarship pays tribute to the late Walter Harrison, a pioneer in the rural electricity movement and a leader at 
local, state and national levels in the electric cooperative program.  Since 1985, Georgia’s electric cooperatives have 
awarded more than $162,000 to students via the Walter Harrison Scholarship program. Applications are available for 
download on our website.  You can also request an application by contacting Tammye Vaughn at 912-526-2120 or via 
email at tammye.vaughn@altamahaemc.com.  Completed applications are due by January 29, 2016.
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sarily high energy bills.

To make sure your HVAC unit is the correct size 
for your home, consult with a knowledgeable and li-
censed HVAC professional. 

Coach’s
Grits & Sausage
Casserole
Ingredients

1 lb. pork sausage (you can use venison if you prefer)
1 cup grits (not instant)
3/4 cup margarine or butter
1/4 cup milk
2 eggs
Large bag shredded mild cheddar cheese
Salt & Pepper

Directions
Brown sausage and drain on paper towels. In a 
large pot, cook grits in 4 cups water. Add margarine 
and milk to cooked grits. Beat 2 eggs in mixing 
bowl. Combine sausage, grits and half of cheese. 
Mix well and add salt and pepper to taste. Pour all 
ingredients into a 9” x 13” baking pan. Top with 
remaining cheese. Bake uncovered at 350 degrees 
for 55 minutes.

– From the kitchen of Shirley Anderson

Member
RECIPES

Each month, our newsletter features recipes submitted by our 
members.  If you have a favorite recipe and would  like to share 
it with other readers in the Altamaha EMC service area, send a 
copy, complete with name, address and daytime phone number 
to: Tammye Vaughn, Altamaha EMC, P.O. Box 346, Lyons, GA 
30436. Each month, a recipe will be selected for publication.  
The member who submitted the featured recipe will be given 
a $10 credit on their next Altamaha EMC bill.  Due to limited 
space, not all recipes received will be featured.  Recipes printed 
in Plugged In are not independently tested; therefore, we must 
depend on the accuracy of those members who send recipes 
to us.

THERE IS A COOPERATIVE DIFFERENCE
While all electric utilities offer the same product,

where it comes from makes a difference

By Romanous Dotson

In the U.S., the vast majority of people receive 
their electricity from one of three types of utilities; 
investor-owned, municipal-owned or through their 

electric cooperative, which is owned and controlled 
by the people who use it. Let’s take a closer look at 
these three types of ownership models and see why it 
matters to you.

In the investor-owned model, the corporation 
is owned by a great number of 
stockholders who may or may not 
be real customers of the utility. 
Investor-owned utilities tend to be 
very large corporations.  Georgia 
Power is the investor-owned utility 
in this part of Georgia.  They serve 
large cities, suburban areas and 
some rural areas, too.

In most cases, investor-
owned utilities (IOUs) have few 
employees in the communities 
where they operate. This, 
combined with the fact that they 
have outside investors whose sole motive is to make 
a profit on their investment, generally tends to lead 
to less personalized service. About 72 percent of 
the U.S. population is served by investor-owned 
utilities.

Municipal electric systems, as the name implies, 
are government owned. They can serve large cities, 
like Los Angeles or Atlanta, but also serve smaller 
areas.  In municipal systems, the city runs the utility 
with little to no meaningful oversight from the 
citizens. About 16 percent of the market is served by 
municipal utilities.

Rural electric cooperatives serve the smallest 

number of consumers, about 12 percent of the 
market, which equals 42 million people. There are 
more than 800 electric co-ops in 47 states. While 
co-ops serve the fewest number of people, our 
electric lines cover more than 75 percent of the 
U.S. landmass. This is because we provide power 
where others once refused to go because of the low 
population density. Electric co-ops rank highest 

in member satisfaction among the three types of 
utilities. We believe this is because we serve member-
owners, not customers.

As the electric utility business continues to evolve, 
we are committed to being there for you, our member, 
to provide for your electric energy needs. Unlike 
large investor-owned utilities, we are rooted right 
here in our communities.  Over the years, we have 
answered the call to provide additional benefits and 
services because it is extremely important to us that 
our communities thrive and prosper.  

There is a cooperative difference. You own us, and 
we are here to serve you!

 

Co-ops make it a priority to balance all of our 
energy sources, along with helping consumers save 
money by conserving energy where possible. But the 
final rule will put us into a rush to transition to more 
renewable resources and natural gas without consid-
eration for the time needed to build the new infra-
structure (like natural gas pipelines and more electric 
transmission lines) needed to make those resources 
more realistic for co-op members in Georgia.

The EPA is in uncharted waters with this incred-
ibly complex scheme, and it’s difficult to predict how 
the timeline will play out. Each state covered by the 

rules will have a couple of years to submit a plan to 
the EPA demonstrating how the state will comply 
with the EPA mandate.  Georgia’s plan will have a big 
impact on what electric co-ops, along with the other 
utilities in our state, will have to do and how much it 
will cost.

But rest assured: While that work is going on, 
we will continue to stand up for our members. We’re 
fighting for you and have joined with co-ops from 
across the country in seeking legislative and legal 
remedies to protect your interests.

Mark Your Calendars
Altamaha EMC Annual Meeting of the Members
Wednesday, November 4, 2015 • 2:30 PM
Southeastern Technical College • Vidalia, GA 

Your complimentary copy of Georgia Magazine will arrive 
in your mailbox during the last week of October.  This 
magazine will have a special cover wrap giving you all the 
details of the annual meeting.  Be sure you remove the 
registration card and door prize ticket from the front cover 
and bring it with you to the annual meeting.  

We look forward to seeing you there!

EPA’s Clean Power Plan    |   Continued from Page 1
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